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Nothing  can  give  me  greater  pleasure  in  the  way  of  my  work,  in 
the  kingdom  and  grace  of^  G;p^-  .tHan  t;p  be  employed  (as  the 
scribe  instructed  into  the  kingdom  of  God),  bringing  forth  out  of 
my  treasury  things  new  and  old.  In  the  doing  of  this  a  great  part 
of  my  pleasure  and  happiness  consists.  But  this  treasure  was 
bought  and  purchased  at  a  very  dear  rate,  and  it  is  not  to  be  cast 
unto  swine,  who  say,  "  Let  the  Lord  make  speed  and  hasten  his 
work,  that  we  may  see  it,  and  let  the  counsel  of  the  holy  one  of 
Israel  draw  near  and  come,  that  we  may  know  it."  (Isaiah  v.,  16 
to  20.  Let  those  know  who  have  tauntingly  said,  "  What  will  you 
think  if  November  passes  over  and  nothing  comes,  after  Zion  said  ^ 
that  the  mockers  shall  not  have  one  year  to  mock  ?"  Say  to  them, 
that  good  shall  come,  but  they  shall  not  live  to  see  it,  and  good 
has  come,  and  they  set  light  by  it,  and  they  consider  not  that  "  the 
Lord  of  Hosts  shall  be  exalted  in  judgment,  and  God  that  is  holy' 
shall  be  sanctified  in  righteousness,  then  shall  the  Lambs  feed  after 
their  manner,  and  the  waste  places  of  the  fat  ones,  shall  strangers 
eat." 

There  is  nothing  for  such  spirits  to  see,  for  they  are  stark  blind; 
yea,  they  are  the  darkness  itself,  and  "  the  wicked  shall  not  see 
when  good  cometh,"  and  now  I  say  again,  they  will  not  have  one 
year  to  mock  :  and  they  that  desire  the  Lord  to  be  sanctified  in 
righteousness  shall  see  the  King  in  his  beauty,  and  shall  behold 
the  Land  that  was  very  far  off.  Yes,  they  will  see  that,  that  mortal 
dying  man  could  never  see,  viz.,  what  is  written  in  the  Psalms, 
"  Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy  goodness,  and  thy  paths  drop 
fatness."    (Psalm  Ixv.) 

Now,  Brother  B.,  you  remember  coming  to  me,  and  sitting 
upon  my  knee,  at  the  Black  Boy  Inn,  at  Derby — what  a 
strange  thought  that  was  !—  and  don't  you  recollect  what  you 
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said  at  the  time  ?  You  mentioned  that  part  of  the  Scripture 
(Isaiah  Ixvi.,  12),  "  Ye  shall  be  borne  upon  her  sides  and  dandled 
upon  her  knees,"  and  you  further  said  that  now,  if  the  question 
should  be  asked  you,  if  you  were  ever  dandled  upon  Zion's  knees 
you  could  answer  in  the  affirmative.  Now  you  know  that  to 
dandle  is  to  fondle  and  make  much  of ;  it  must  signify  also  to 
please  and  to  divert,  for  when  a  child  is  disposed  to  be  cross,  or 
going  to  cry  about  something  that  has  disturbed  its  Uttle  mind, 
and  broken  its  peace  and  quiet,  the  mother,  who  cannot  bear  to 
hear  the  child  cry,  though  she  knows  there  is  no  real  cause  for 
weeping  and  making  a  noise  about  the  house,  but  merely  a  some- 
thing that  the  poor  little  foolish  creature  has  fancied  in  its  weak 
imagination.  She  runs  to  the  child,  takes  it  upon  her  knee,  and 
begins  to  dandle  it,  to  sing  to  it,  to  speak  kind  and  soothing 
words  to  it,  and  fondly  presses  the  little  disturbed  innocent  to  her 
charming  bosom,  and  give  it  the  breast,  and  holds  up  pretty 
things  before  the  eyes  of  the  little  wrangler,  to  divert  its  attention 
from  the  false  imagination  that  put  it  in  a  bad  humour,  and  thus 
the  mother  continues  to  do  till  she  conquers  the  little  turbulence 
of  the  child,  and  hushes  it  to  rest,  and  this  work  she  has  many 
times  to  do  till  the  child  gets  sense  and  understanding,  to  leave 
off  crying  at  every  little  fancy  that  may  cross  its  imagination,  and 
as  time  rolls  on  the  child  gets  out  of  its  childhood,  and  no  more 
acts  in  such  a  fu  )lish  way,  but  would  be  ashamed  of  it.  Now 
this  is  the  very  figure  of  Zion  and  her  converts  :  Zion  the  mother, 
and  the  believers,  the  children.  Zion  is  redeemed  with  judgment 
from  her  own  state  of  childhood,  and  has  left  off  crying,  as  you 
may  read  it  was  to  be  with  Zion.  See  Isaiah,  Ixv.,  17,  18,  and 
19.  Now  the  voice  of  crying  is  no  more  heard  in  Jerusalem,  for, 
as  I  say,  she  is  redeemed  vvith  judgment,  and  now  her  converts 
must  be  redeemed  with  righteousness.  When  the  mother  was 
herself  a  child,  she  kept  crying,  about  years,  and  months,  and 
times,  and  days,  taking  all  in  the  letter,  and  putting  a  wrong  and 
literal  construction  upon  the  word,  then  there  was  crying,  and 
sobbing,  and  whining,  about  imaginary  evils,  thinking  that  the 
spirit  meant  this  when  it  meant  that.  But  now  she  has  lived  with 
her  husband  seven  years  from  her  virginity,  and  she  departs  not 
from  the  Temple  day  nor  night,  but  serves  with  fasting  and 
prayers  night  and  day.  She  is  a  widow  of  about  four  score  years, 
i.e.-,  the  four  principles  of  the  corrupt  nature  are  dead,  and  she  has 
attained  the  fifth,  and  this  is  now  her  husband  that  she  has  lived 
with  seven  years  from  her  virginity,  her  husband,  the  Lord, 
Judgment,  the  Seven,  brings  all  things  into  substance,  or  brings 
the  restlessness  into  a  rest,  or  Sabbath,  which  is  the  seven  years  ; 
and  at  this  instant,  viz.,  when  judgment  is  fully  ripe,  and  formed 
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as  a  rock  of  strength,  she  gives  thanks,  and  speaks  of  her  child  to 
all  that  look  for  redemption  in  Israel  or  in  Jerusalem.  (See  Luke 
36,  37,  and  38),  for  she  has  passed  over  the  Ford  Jabbok,  />., 
emptied  of  all  and  scattered  in  judgment,  but  wrestled  and 
struggled  through,  till  she  came  to  Peniel,  that  is,  she  sees  the 
face  of  God,  for  you  see  this  Anna  (or  Zion)  is  the  Daughter  of 
Peniel  or  Phanuel  :  it  is  all  one.  (Read  Genesis  xxxii.)  And  Jacob 
in  this  chapter  is  the  same  character.  Now  here  is  one  of  my 
pretty  things  that  I  hold  up  and  shew  to  my  crying  children,  in 
order  to  stop  their  crying  about  time,  and  that  they  may  come  out 
of  time  into  eternity,  and  there  be  still  and  quiet.  One  of  my 
dearest  litde  ones  (though  you  would  think  from  his  growth  and 
age  that  he  would  have  better  sense)  got,  not  long  ago,  playing 
with  a  thorn  bush,  and  had  a  thorn  run  into  his  hand  which  pained 
him  a  good  deal  ;  the  thorn  was,  what  will  you  say  if  November 
passes  over  and  nothing  cojnes  ?  and  then  there  was  another 
grievance,  the  child  was  afraid  that  his  mother  would  put  him  to 
bed  in  the  dark,  and  he  said,  "  If  old  bogey  should  come  to  me, 
and  I  should  be  without  a  light,  I  shan't  know^  what  to  do  or  how 
to  answer  him."  Well,  well,  poor  dear,  I  feel  for  you,  but  if  you 
did  but  know,  the  darkness  and  the  light  is  all  one.  I  am  not 
afraid  in  the  dark,  but  come,  here  is  a  candle  for  you,  and  now 
when  he  comes  hold  it  up  to  him,  right  in  his  face,  and  he  will  fly 
in  an  instant,  for  he  can't  stand  the  light.  I  know  the  weakness 
of  children,  that  when  they  are  left  in  the  dark  a  little,  they  are 
afraid  of  hobgoblins  and  apparitions,  and  I  fee!  for  your  childish 
weakness,  and  you  shall  have  a  light  in  the  dark  place.  Zion  said 
in  last  November,  that  the  mockers  should  not  have  one  year  to  mock, 
and  it  was  added,  let  the  tormentors  go  on,  &c.,  &c.  Huzza  !  God 
save  the  King.  You  shall  shortly  see  the  King  and  his  Son,  &c., 
and  of  course,  from  these  words  we  judged  that  by  next  November 
something  wok  id  come  ! 

Here  are  the  tears,  for  the  room  is  dark,  and  there  was  a  little 
meat  put  for  the  serpent  to  chew,  for  his  meat  is  dust,  and  he  has 
crept  out  of  his  hole  to  eat  it,  for  we  know  how  to  catch  him,  we 
knew  he  would  snap  at  this,  and  then  when  we  find  him  come  out 
of  his  hole  a  good  way,  we  have  a  something  for  him  to  take  away 
his  sting,  or  crush  him  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  hurt. 

Now  we  know  that  there  is  a  mocking  bird  in  Virginia,  who 
mocks  the  notes  of  all  he  hears,  but  he  will  never  be  able  to  mock,  or 
imitatethe  notes  of  the  new  man,  who  is  the  year  that  is  crowned  with 
goodness.  By  Virginia  I  mean  the  whole  body  of  the  believers, 
among  whom  there  are  several  mocking  birds,  who  have  learnt  a 
little  of  our  notes  (our  language),  and  can  sound  them  a  little  to 
the  ears  of  others,  and  they  profess  to  be  believers,  but  like  the 
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mocking  birds,  they  have  not  the  notes  coming  from  their  own 
inward  ground,  they  are  imitators  and  mockers  of  the  notes  of 
others,  who  are  really  learning  the  new  song,  and  understand  the 
true  gamut,  and  by  this  time  know  pretty  well  about  flats  and  sharps, 
and  crotchets,  and  many  other  things  that  compose  the  music, 
but  these  mocking  birds  know  not  the  science,  and  they  say,  (not 
having  the  matter  in  them,  not  having  root  in  themselves,  but  a 
mere  surface,  a  mockery),  well.  Til  wait  till  November,  and  then 
if  nothing  comes.  111  have  no  more  to  do  with  it.   Poor  devil,  (/.<?., 
dark  man)  give  it  up  at  once,  for  in  twenty  Novembers  you  will 
see  nothing  come,  you  have  spent  your  time  in  mocking  and  in 
mockery  :  so  now  mock  on,  for  you  don't  look  m  the  place  where 
the  Lord  lay,  or  you  would  not  mind  time.    "  Ye  observe  days, 
and  months,  and  times,  and  years,  I  am  afraid  of  you,  lest  I  have 
bestowed  upon  you  labour  in  vain."'     Gal.  iv.,  lo^  ii.     Now  the 
spirit  tells  you  (Jude  xviii.)  that  there  should  be  mockers  in  the 
last  time,  who  should  walk  after  their  own  ungodly  lusts.  These 
are  they  who  separate  themselves,  sensual,  having  not  the  spirit, 
i.e.^  they  separate  themselves  from  the  spiritual  sense  of  the 
word,  and  are  sensual,  or  live  in  the  worldly  mind,  and  will  not 
admit  of  the  spirit  to  explain  himself  spiritually,  and  they  are 
looking  outward  instead  of  in-War d,  and  set  a  time  for  the  Lord 
to  work,  according  to  the  way  they  have  set  for  him,  and  then  if 
he  does  not  work  that  way,  they  say,  where  is  the  promise  of  his 
coming,  he  promised  to  come  in  one  year,  and  now  'tis  almost 
gone  and  nothing  come  !  !    Friend,  there  is  nothing  come  to  you, 
it  is  evident,  and  therefore  you  see  nothing,  nor  nothmg  will  ever 
come  to  you  but  death,  this  will  come,  and  if  nothing  comes  to 
you,  it  {i.e.,  death)  will  certainly  bring  you  to  nothing,  that  is  the 
end  of  such  spii'its.    Now  what  was  said  last  November,  was  set 
as  a  snare  to  catch  the  Peepers,  i.e.,  those  familiar  spirits,  that 
spirit  or  spirits  that  are  so  familiar  with  man,  the  sin  that  so  easily 
besets  him — unbelief,  and  looking  outward  rather  than  inward  ; 
these  are  familiar  spirits,  these  are  peepers,  they  come  slyly  and 
peep  into  the  house,  but  do  not  go  in,  and  they  think  they  see 
something,  but  having  only  peeped  in,  they  have  seen  nothing 
thoroughly,  and  they  give  a  wrong  report,  (Isaiah  viii.,  19,  20,) 
"  Now  when  they  shall  say  unto  you,  seek  unto  them  that  are 
familiar  spirits,  and  unto  wizards  that  pee})  and  mutter ;  should  not 
a  people  seek  unto  their  God  ?  for  the  living  to  the  dead  ?  To 
the  law  and  to  the  testimony  :  if  they  speak  not  according  to  this 
word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  morning  in  them,"  the  day-star  is 
not  arisen  in  their  hearts  ;   the  day,  they  say,  is  not  dawned, 
NOTHING  is  come  !  no,  they  go  by  the  familiar  spirits,  the  crackling 
spirits.    Now  the  Lord  (as  he  is  now  come)  is  not  a  familiar  spirit, 
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but  is  a  stranger  to  man,  and  the  way  of  his  coming,  and  of  his 
working,  is  new  and  strange  ;  and  those  crackling  spirits  that  fly  up 
and  flit  about  for  a  moment,  and  then  go  out,  they  say,  here  is 
some  strange  bird  come  among  us,  we  will  go  and  have  a  peep  at 
him,  and  so  they  s<"are  at  him  (as  an  ancient  writer  says)  "  as  a  cow 
would  at  a  new  gate  f  but  this  kind  of  peeping  spirits  derive  no 
good  from  their  peeping,  they  are  still  peepers,  and  nothing  more, 
they  have  no  desire  to  enter  into  the  spirit  of  truth,  but  merely  to 
peep  at  him,  ask  what  is  truth?  but  care  not  for  an  answer. 
These  are  flitting  spirits,  staggering  and  fearful,  who  cry,  the  Lord 
delayeth  his  coming ;  so  upbraiding  and  beating  their  fellow- 
servants,  crying  for  signs  and  wonders  without  which  they  can  own 
nothing ;  but  let  all  such  spirits  know,  that  the  throne  and 
kingdom  of  the  Lamb  may  for  some  considerable  time  be  forming, 
fashioning,  furnishing,  and  enriching  with  glory,  and  all  this  carried, 
on  very  secretly,  till  the  whole  mystery  of  the  kingdom  be  first 
inwardly  completed,  before  it  will  make  a  visible  show. 

For  as  it  was  with  me  (Zion)  at  the  first,  so  it  will  be  with  those 
that  believe  in  our  gospel,  truly,  I  mean  where  the  spirit  of  love  is, 
and  where  they  are  not  led  by  peepers,  but  where  love  and  desire 
foj'  the  life  and poiver  of  love  and  righteous7iess  is  predo77iina7it^  the 
translating poiuer  is  going  071  i7i  the7n,  though  they  do  7iot  always pe7'ceive 
it,  a7id  e'er  lo7ig  it  will  burst,  to  their  exceedi7ig  joy  ;  ivhen  they  7vill 
fyid  the77iselves  a7'7'i'ved  i7ito  the  fixed  state,  nfhere  joy  a7id  peace  a7id 
love,  is  i7icessa7itly  e7ijoyed  7vithout  a7iy  obstructio7i  fro77i  the  opposite 
p7i7iciple,  for  that  ivill  be  e7itirely  drive7i  f7'07n  them,  as  it  is  written, 
(Isaiah  Hi.,  i.)  "  the  imclea7i  shall  710  7norepass  th7'ough  thee'^  But  be- 
fore I  obtained,  or  attained  unto  this  state,  I  had  to  feel  three  years 
famine  wherein  there  was  neither  earing  or  harvest,  or,  in  other 
words,  I  had  to  endure  the  famishing  of  my  own  life  of  sensibility, 
which  life  is  made  up  of  three  principles,  vizv,  the  world,  the  flesh, 
and  the  devil,  in  these  three  years,  there  was  neither  earing  nor 
harvest,  and  the  only  way  to  dislodge  them,  was  to  famish  them 
out,  therefore  the  city  was  besieged  with  an  iron  pan,  (Ezekiel  iv., 
3.)  that  is,  the  word  of  God  in  the  letter.  These  battering  rams  were 
brought  against  it,  and  it  was  surrounded  by  formidable  armies,  and 
every  avenue  whereby  any  supplies  of  provisions  might  come  was 
blocked  up,  until  the  famine  was  sore  in  the  city,  of  which  you  may 
read  in  the  28th  chap,  of  Deuteronomy,  (particularly  read  from  the 
52nd  verse)  and  this  siege  continued,  till  the  authorities  were  com- 
pelled to  make  a  voluntary  surrender  of  themselves  to  the  besiegers, 
and  turn  king's  evidence  against  the  above  named  three  rebels,  and 
delivered  them  up  to  justice  that  they  might  die  ;  but  this  was  not 
done  till  the  sentence  of  everlasting  death  passed  upon  the  creature, 
for  so  long  concealing  three  such  horrible  rebels  within  the  walls, 
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that  so  opposed  the  reign  of  the  rightful  sovereign.  Now  you 
know  very  well  what  I  mean  by  this  :  this  was  the  death  of  the 
great  Pan,  for  all  in  the  city  fell,  both  good  and  bad,  all  flesh  died 
that  moved  upon  the  earth,  both  of  fowl  and  cattle,  and  of  beast, 
and  every  creeping  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth.  A?td  every 
man,  all  in  whose  nostrils  was  the  breath  of  the  spirit  of  life,  of  all 
that  was  in  the  dry  land  died,  i.e.,  all  that  was  in  Zion — (for  Zion 
signifies  dry  land) — and  every  living  substance  was  destroyed  which 
was  upon  the  face  of  the  ground.  N.B. — (the  Hving  substance  was 
the  spirit  of  Hfe,  the  face  of  the  ground  signifies  the  soul,)  all  that 
was  in  the  soul  of  the  creature  died,  both  good  and  bad,  both  man 
and  cattle,  ana  the  creepiug  things,  and  the  fowls  of  the  heaven, 
and  they  were  destroyed  from  the  earth,  and  Noah  only  remained 
alive,  and  they  that  were  with  him  in  the  Ark,  i.e.,  Notwithstanding 
all  this  devastation,  this  terrible  famine,  this  sweeping  flood,  the 
promise  remained  still  alive,  the  everlasting  rest  (Noah)  remained 
to  be  enjoyed  after  the  toil ;  Noah  only  remained  alive,  and  those 
that  were  with  him  in  the  Ark,  (Genesis  vii.,  21,  22,  23,)  that  was, 
the  creature  to  whom  the  promise  was  made — "the  king  was  sealed 
up  and  half  the  nation  that  was  loyal  to  him,"  i.e.,  the  promise  was 
made  sure  to  the  half  of  the  nation,  but  the  other  half,  being  the 
root  of  all  evil,  this  must  be  cut  off  and  perish  for  ever,  and  the 
king,  {i.e.,  the  promise,  Christ)  unites  with  the  remnant,  the  half  that 
is  left,  that  was  loyal  to  the  king.  So  this  horrible  famine,  this 
famine  of  three  years,  brought  about  the  death  of  the  great  Pan, 
that  is  the  devil-man.  N.B. — Pan  was  the  name  of  one  of  the  Hea- 
then Deities,  (as  the  English  speak  of  men  that  were  visited  by  the 
S]:)i:it  in  ancient  days)  they  now  call  them  heathens,  and  deride 
their  allegories  as  ridiculous  and  absurd,  and  as  fables  that  ought 
not  to  be  regarded,  but  the  spirit  did  visit  these  heathens,  and 
raised  ideas  in  their  minds,  forming  hieroglyphics,  and  images  to 
represent  what  was  to  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days  ;  the  spirit 
shewed  them  in  vision  a  likeness  of  a  being,  half  man  and  half 
goat,  and  inspired  them  to  name  him  Pan,  i.e.,  half  devil,  and  half 
man,  and  the  same  character  they  were  informed,  was  the  God  of 
shepherds,  and  also  considered  the  God  of  rural  affairs,  which  is 
perfectly  agreeable  with  the  scriptures,  see  those  words  which  were 
said  to  the  twelve,  i.e.,  to  the  character  in  whom  the  substance  of 
the  twelve  months  is  revealed.  "  Have  not  I  chosen  you  twelve, 
and  one  of  you  is  a  devil  ?  "  i.e.,  you  are  half  a  devil,  you  are  the 
great  Pan,  my  chosen  one,  in  whom  I  will  reveal  the  root  of  evil, 
and  in  whom  I  will  destroy  that  root,  by  the  thunder  of  my  word — 
as  it  is  written, 

"  But  first  my  thunder  must  before  me  roll, 
To  break  in  pieces  the  most  stubborn  soul." 


117 


Ye  shall  know  the  word  in  the  letter,  that  in  it  is  death  and  damna- 
tion and  by  it  shall  you  be  besieged,  and  this  terrible  visitation  shali 
be  the  sign  to  the  house  of  Israel  (or  to  you,  the  house  of  jpod), 
and  this  is  the  only  sign  that  shall  be  given  to  the  adulterous 
generation,  to  the  half  man  and  half  goat  (Divine-human),  for  the 
Son  of  man  shall  be  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the 
earth,  thus  shall  the  Son  of  man  be  revealed;  three  nights,  i.e.^  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  and  three  days,  i.e.,  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost :  thus  shall  the  Son  of  man  be  in  the 
heart  of  the  earth,  and  this  is  the  sign  whereby  the  character  will 
see,  know,  and  find  himself,  who  he  is,  and  what  he  is  for,  that  he 
is  the  great  Pan,  who  must  die  for  the  sins  of  the  world;  and  the 
death  blow  which  came  by  the  thunder  of  the  word,  brought  to 
light  that  that  was  ever  hidden,  viz.,  the  root  of  evil,  the  three 
hours'  darkness,  this  was  the  finishing  of  the  transgression,  the 
making  an  end  of  sin,  the  revelation  and  the  death  of  the  world, 
the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  which  was  the  three  hours'  darkness  that 
was  over  all  the  earth,  which  earth  was  the  creature.  Now  was 
fulfilled  that  figure  recorded  in  i  Samuel  ii.,  13,  14,  "And  the 
priest's  custom  with  the  people  was,  when  any  man  offered  sacrifice, 
the  priest's  servant  came,  while  the  flesh  was  in  the  seething,  with 
a  fleshhook  of  three  teeth  in  his  hand,  and  he  struck  into  the  Pan, 
or  kettle,  or  pot,  or  caldron;  all  that  the  fleshhook  brought  up,  the 
priest  took  for  himself  So  they  did  in  Shiloh  unto  all  the  Israelites 
that  came  thither."  Now  the  person,  Shiloh,  the  creature,  you  see 
is  the  Pan,  the  priest  is  God,  the  priest's  servant  is  the  power  of 
God  put  forth  to  perform  his  work,  the  fleshhook  is  the  word, 
in  which  is  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost — the 
three  teeth  :  these  three  teeth  stick  in  the  flesh,  or  the  evil  nature, — 
unbelief,  to  bring  it  out  of  the  pan,  that  the  priest  may  eat  it,  the 
priest  has  the  flesh  for  himself,  i.e.,  he  has  taken  the  evil  captive, 
and  devours  it,  and  faith  in  you,  i.e.,  God  in  you,  the  priest  in  you, 
noiv  has  the  evit  delivered  to  him  for  his  prey,  and  by  the  light  ot 
this  priest,  (of  the  spirit  in  you,  bv  wliich  you  have  the  spiritual 
light  of  the  word),  the  letter  of  the  word  is  done  away  in  you,  it  is 
eaten,  it  is  devoured,  it  is  swallowed  up,  it  is  overcome,  it  is  put 
out  of  sight,  and  appears  no  more  to  trouble  you.  And  now  the 
devil-man,  i.e.,  the  man  in  whom  the  mil  nature,  the  devil,  was 
i?iterivoven,  having  now  the  evil  cut  off,  and  the  good  grafted  in,  in 
the  place  of  the  evil,  he  is  now  become  the  God-man,  the  God 
of  Shepherds,  or  the  Chief  Shepherd  standeth  in  him  ;  he  is  the 
God  of  Shepherds  (for  ye  are  all  shepherds,  if  ye  mind  the  in/wcent 
sheep,  that  is,  the  spirit  of  truth),  but  the  Chief  Shepherd  is  the 
firstborn.  (Here  read  the  5th  chapter  of  the  ist  Epistle  of  Peter.) 
Then  mind  not  the  peepers,  and  familiar  spirits.    Should  not  a 
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people  seek  unto  their  God,  the  Chief  Shepherd  who  is  revealed 
in  Zion,  for  the  living  word  to  take  away  dead  works ;  should  not 
a  people  seek  unto  their  God,  for  the  living  to  the  dead  ?  The 
familiar  spirits  take  the  word  in  the  letter,  and  call  a  year  a  year 
naturally,  but  the  spirit  of  truth  sheweth  that  the  Lord  Jwnscif  is  a 
yeai%  three  years,  ten  years,  seven  years,  a  hundred  years,  a  thou- 
sand years,  and  also  one  day  ;  and  now  who  can  mock  or  imitate 
the  wisdom  of  the  year,  the  new  man  ?  "  Thou  crownest  the  year 
with  thy  goodness,  and  thy  paths  drop  fatness." 

The  Great  Pan  is  also  the  God  of  rural  affairs,  for  he  lives  in 
Paradise,  where  fruits  and  flowers  grow  without  toil  or  labour, 
which  fruits  and  flowers  are  the  true  light  of  the  word  in  all  its 
forms,  which  are  sweet  to  the  taste,  and  of  a  nutritious  quality  and 
virtue,  and  the  flowers  smell  odoriferously  ;  and  these,  as  a  steward, 
Pan  gives  out  to  you,  for  a  "  God"  signifies  a  Father,  a  Lord,  or 
Governor,  or  Steward,  or  passed  over,  an  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews. 
Once  Pan  was  the  God  of  this  world,  he  being  in  evil,  he  gave 
forth  the  wisdom  of  this  world,  but  now  he  is  the  God  of  rural 
aflairs,  he  transacts  the  business  of  the  heavenly  country,  he 
having  died  and  risen  again,  and  is  thereby  translated  into  the 
heavenly  state,  which  is  far  distant  from  the  aflairs  of  these  lower 
regions  ;  so  that  the  lower  regions  cannot  mock  him,  nor  know  who 
he  is,  his  notes  are  strange  to  them,  so  strange  that  they  cannot 
imitate  them.    So  they  have  not  one  year  to  mock ! 

Now  what  was  said  last  November  was  not  said  to  tantaHse  the 
hearts  where  love  is,  in  any  degree,  but  it  was  said,  as  I  say,  to 
trap  the  peepers,  for  the  promises  of  God  are  sure  to  everyone  that 
is  lovingly  and  believingly  looking  to  him  for  the  fulfilment  of  his 
promises  to  them,  for  his  word  cannot  fail.  So  whether  these 
heavenly  blessings  come  to  you  in  all  their  power  and  glory  this 
year  or  the  next,  or  m  five  or  ten  years  to  come,  what  does  it 
signify  ?  They  will  come  in  God's  own  time,  and  that  is  the  best 
time.  Rejoice  in  the  promise  that  is  made  you,  and  do  present 
business  with  cheerful  hearts,  knowing  that  all  things  are  yours. 
Death  is  yours,  for  ye  have  taken  it  captive  by  your  faith,  and  it 
has  no  dominion  over  you  ;  life  is  yours,  for  it  is  the  gift  of  God 
to  you,  by  an  unalterable  decree,  because  ye  are  the  children  of 
Abraham.  The  Promise  is  come,  even  Abraham  and  Sarah,  and 
you  are  begotten  into  their  life  with  them  by  the  Word,  and  you 
must  wait  God 's  leisure  for  the  fill  enjoytnent  of  all  that  is  7vritte?i. 

But  I  would  that  they  were  cut  off  that  trouble  you,  that  is,  the 
familiar  spirits  that  haunt  your  houses,  some  without  you  in  others, 
and  some  within  you.  "  Nothing  comes,"  say  they.  O,  ungrate- 
ful hearts,  cold  hearts,  to  say  nothing  is  come.  I  know  that  some- 
thing is  come,  for  I  have  endured  the  curse ;  and  I  know  that 
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something  is  come,  for  the  promise  is  come — the  Chief  Shepherd  ; 
and  the  Crown  of  Glory,  the  crown  of  Hght  is  in  Zioh,  and 
this  crown  sparkles  forth  its  lustre  upon  you  that  hear,  and  will 
go  on  till  it  is  fixed  upon  your  heads  also,  for  "  to  them  that  hear 
shall  more  be  given,"  but  the  decree  for  the  peepers^  and  familiar 
spirits^  is,  that  they  shall  be  famished  out  of  their  strongholds  ;  they 
shall  get  no  food  from  us,  but  we  will  lay  a  little  sometimes 
near  their  hole,  which  we  know  they  are  fond  of,  and  by  this 
means  we  will  draw  them  out,  and  when  we  draw  them  out,  they 
will  get  a  blow  that  they  will  not  easily,  nay,  perhaps  never, 
recover  at  all. 

Now  the  familiar  spii'its  are  the  children  of  the  flesh,  and  these 
are  not  the  children  of  God,  but  the  children  of  the  promise  are 
counted  for  the  seed ;  the  children  of  the  flesh  are  corrupters,  a 
seed  of  falsehood,  and  they  must  die  by  the  cross,  and  this  word 
is  your  candle  which  we  give  you  in  your  hand,  by  the  light  of 
which  you  will  be  able  to  find  them,  however  deeply  they  may  be 
hid.  Is  it  not  written  (Zeph.  i.  12),  "I  will  search  Jerusalem 
with  candles?"  and  is  it  not  written  (Prov.  xx.  26  and  27),  "the 
Spirit  of  Man  is  the  candle  of  the  Lord  ?"  i.e.^  the  spirit  that  God 
giveth,  the  spirit  of  man,  not  of  beast ;  this  right  spirit  is  the 
candle  of  the  Lord,  searching  the  very  innermost  parts  of  the 
belly,  and  "  a  wise  King  scattereth  the  wicked,  and  bringeth  the 
wheel  over  them,"  therefore  be  diligent  to  apprehend  the  traitors, 
both  in  yourself  and  others  ;  and  for  every  one  you  take  you  will 
have  a  reward,  and  be  content  to  work  with  the  Lord,  till  the 
Old  Government  is  quite  overturned,  for  this  work  in  you  is  com- 
pared to  a  revolution,  dethroning  one  king  and  setting  up  of 
another :  and,  though  the  king  is  on  the  throne  (the  new  king  I 
mean),  yet  there  is  no  real  substantial  safety  and  peace,  until  all 
the  subjects  of  the  old  king  are  extirpated ;  and  there  is  a  deal  of 
business,  searching  all  the  old  laws,  and  abrogating  them  ;  there 
is  a  deal  of  canvassing  of  them  over,  and  a  deal  of  discussion  about 
them,  one  contending  that  this  law,  or  clause  of  a  law,  might  yet 
stand,  and  another  arguing  that  it  ought  not ;  there  must  be  time 
for  the  arguments  on  both  sides,  till  a  majority  is  gained  upon  the 
side  of  justice  and  truth  ;  then  there  is  a  making  of  new  laws,  and 
a  time  to  send  them  forth,  and  to  bring  the  inhabitants  to  thorougli 
conformity  to  them. 

Now  all  this  work  goes  on  in  every  mind,  for  you  cannot  gain 
the  seat  of  judgment  but  by  experience,  and  consider  how  rapidly 
judgment  has  increased  with  yourself,  since  you  have  received  the 
word,  a7td  is  this  a  small  blessing  ?  Is  this  nothing  to  be  thankful 
for  ?  Have  you  nothing  for  which  you  can  praise  God  already  ? 
Yes,  I  am  sure  you  will  say  you  have,  on  a  moment's  reflection. 
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Be  not  of  a  doubtful  mind,  he  that  has  begun  the  good  work  in 
you  will  not  leave  it  unfinished,  but  will  bring  you  to  perfect  man- 
hood and  glory,  and  be  not  anxious  about  when  it  will  be  ;  don't 
take  the  liberty  of  doubting,  nor  for  a  moment  indulge  your  mind  in 
such  lascivious  thoughts  that  grieve  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  who  is 
certainly  come,  and  has  made  and  will  continue  to  make  a  total 
alteration,  and  to  throw  out  all  the  forms  and  constitutions  which 
have  passed  for  heavenly,  but  never  reached  this  new,  most  perfect 
and  excellent  kingdom,  where  the  spirit  and  soul  are  realized  in 
glory,  and  so  shut  in  v/ith  God  as  no  more  to  look  down  from 
this  great  white  throne,  but  for  ever  sitting  firm  in  judgment  and 
righteousness,  which  glorious  reign  will  go  on  and  be  visibly 
magnified  for  the  conviction  of  those  that  yet  stand  out  in  unbelief, 
and  by  that  spirit  are  yet  alienated  from  the  commonwealth  of 
Israel,  and  strangers  to  the  covenants  of  promise  ;  for  we  shall  still 
witness  to  them  that  that  holy  thing  is  come,  that  absolute 
perfect  thing,  even  Jesus  that  takes  away  sin,  that  works  out  all 
imperfection,  removing  all  sorrow  and  grief  from  the  mind  and 
heart,  the  life  of  whom,  which  consists  in  knowledge,  righteous- 
ness, and  true  holiness,  which  is  Love,  devours  all  fear  and  aiixieiy, 
and  plants  the  soul  in  that  delightful  Garden  of  the  eternal  rest, 
which  is  called  the  Sabbath. 

Now  my  Brother,  and  my  dear  children  all,  allow  me  still  to 
dandle  you  on  my  knees  a  little  longer,  for  I  was  once  a  child 
like  yourselves,  and  I  was  dandled  upon  the  knees  of  the  invisible 
mount  Zion,  and  who  dwelleth  now  in  the  visible,  having  found 
her  abiding  place,  where  she  can  dwell  without  molestation,  for 
"  the  beloved  disciple  John,  hath  taken  the  woman  to  his  own  ho7ne,^^ 
and,  though  at  first  she  led  me  through  wild  mazes,  and  windings, 
and  turnings,  and  seemingly  crooked  paths,  for  my  discipline,  yet 
now  she  has  made  them  all  straight,  and  has  opened  her  eternal 
Love  Kingdom  within,  in  the  centre  of  the  soul,  the  power  and 
glory  of  which  words  cannot  describe.  And  yet,  this  that  I  at 
present  enjoy,  is  but  as  a  drop  to  the  ocean,  of  that  vast  eternity 
of  love  and  power  that  I  shall  enjoy,  when  I  have  done  dandling 
you,-  to  bring  you  forward  with  me,  that  you  also  may  be  settled 
in  the  mount  Zion  Glory. 

O,  my  beloved  friends,  did  you  but  know  the  state  of  happiness, 
and  innocent  delight,  and  love  ineffable,  that  I  was  once  in,  the 
very  remembrance  of  which  causes  fresh  springs  of  life  to  pour 
forth  their  streams  through  my  soul,  causing  such  flames  of  joy, 
knowing  that  that  glory,  and  a  thousand-fold  more  is  laid  up  for 
me,  you  would  not  wonder  why  I  strive  to  press  you  forward,  and 
exhort  you  to  courage  and  fortitude,  and  to  wing  up  your  faith  to 
the  highest  pitch,  knowing  that  the  same  glory  awaits  you,  as  it  is 
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written  of  Zion  and  her  children  (Acts  ii.  39),  "The  promise  is  to 
you,  and  to  your  children,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord,  our  God 
shall  call,"  and  you  have  heard  the  voice,  the  ministry  of  recon- 
ciliation, and  you  do  say,  "  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are 
the  feet  of  him  that  publisheth  peace,  that  bringeth  good  tidings 
of  good,  that  saith  unto  Zion,  thy  God  reigneth,"  therefore  the 
promise  is  to  you,  as  well  as  unto  me,  but  the  fountain,  the  Mother, 
must  first  be  cleansed,  the  woman  must  be  redeemed  from  the  fall, 
before  her  children  could  be  redeemed,  but  now  the  fountain  is 
healed,  and  sends  forth  sweet  water  to  wash  you  from  the  filth  of 
corrupt  nature  ;  therefore,  come  along,  cast  off  all  heaviness,  all 
doubting  and  fearing,  for  you  are  beloved  of  God,  and  listen  to  7io 
other  voice  but  ihat  of  love.  Rise,  rise,  into  the  flaming  heart  Of 
God's  love,  cast  off  the  weak  nature  and  go  on  believing  all  eternal 
glory  to  enjoy.  Open  wide  the  mouth  of  your  faith  and  I  will  fill 
it,  saith  the  Lord,  fear  not,  nor  be  aismayed,  too  much,  (however 
vast  your  desire)  you  cannot  hope  nor  expect  from  God's  infinite 
goodness,  and  heed  not  those  peeping  spirits,  and  familiar  spirits  ; 
it  is  familiar  for  man  to  doubt  and  fear,  it  is  the  principle  of  the 
corrupt  nature,  but  the  faith  of  God's  elect  rises  above  all  sensibil- 
ity. It  does  not  stick  fast  in  the  way,  saying  there  is  a  lion  in 
the  way,  I  shall  be  slain  in  the  streets."  Oh  no,  it  fears  no  lion, 
for  there  is  none  in  this  highway,  for  it  is  the  way  of  holiness,  it  is 
the  way  of  strong  faith,  that  imagines  o?ily  into  love,  and  is 
thereby  transformed  into  the  same  image,  it  looks  not  back  into 
the  old  form  of  corruptibility  to  get  entangled  again  with  the  yoke 
of  bondage,  but  its  eye  looks  straight  forward.  Thus  dear 
children,  we  show  you  how  paradise  you  may  come  into,  and  eat 
of  the  tree  of  life.  Arm  yourselves  thus,  and  then  go  on  boldly,  and 
resist  stoutly  every  creeping  thing  that  would  creep  into  your 
imaginatio7i,  tempting  you  to  doubt  the  love  of  God  to  you,  and  a 
lew  struggles  of  this  kind  with  the  remaining  old  corrupt  self  that 
still  hangs  about  you,  and  you  put  on  your  conquering  crowns, 
and  ascend  the  Hill  of  Zion. 

Here  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  that  striking  passage  in 
Johanna  Southcott's  prophecies  alluding  to  what  I  have  said  above, 
viz.  of  my  being  taken  up  into  the  blissful  region  that  I  have  just 
mentioned,  and  then  let  down  again,  as  ir  were  to  earth,  where  I 
must  do  this  work  that  is  allotted  me  till  it  is  done,  bringing  forth 
the  mysteries  of  the  word.  Johanna  was  caught  up  in  the  air,  and 
was  flying  (in  a  dream)  and  she  passed  by  a  Church  and  heard 
delightful  music,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  whole  of  it, 
as  you  know  it  already,  but  the  spirit  said  unto  her  : — 

In  the  air  thou  wilt  appear,  and  all  these  glories  see, 

But  soon  of  them  you  must  lose  sight, 
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And  down  to  earth  to  come, 

And  bring  such  mysteries  to  light 

As  ne'er  were  known  to  man. 
Now  this  was  one  of  the  way-marks  for  me,  when  I  should  come, 
because  in  me  the  first  part  of  it  was  fulfilled,  and  since  I  have 
come  down  from  that  blessed  abode — the  Type,  and  sml^  and 
earliest  of  the  future  glory — I  have  been  bringing  forth  such 
mysteries  as  never  were  known  to  man.  And  for  whose  sake  are  the 
mysteries  brought  forth  but  for  yours  ?  Surely  it  is  not  for  my  sake 
alone.  And  the  mystery  is  this,  viz.  that  "  the  law  was  given 
by  Moses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ,"  (John  i.,  14.) 
Now  Moses  was  the  word  in  the  mystery,  (or  letter)  which  was 
glorious  in  its  time.  The  heavenly  muse  spoke  forth  beautiful  things 
in  prophecy,  foretelling  of  the  end  ;  but  that  was  to  be  done  away, 
it  was  mystery,  and  in  the  end  was  to  have  its  fulfilment.  It 
was  the  ministration  of  death,  i.e.,  it  was  in  the  end,  to  be  clothed 
with  power,  and  to  minister  Death  to  the  character  to  whom  it  all 
along  pointed,  (even  to  Zion),  and  so  it  was  the  law  of  death  : 
called  a  law,  because  of  its  power  when  it  should  reach  the  limit, 
namely,  the  appointed  person,  where  evil  was  rooted,  the  great 
Pan  before-mentioned.  Now  the  word  by  Moses,  i.e.,  by  the  spirit 
through  all  the  Prophets,  never  made  the  comers  thereunto 
'^t.xi^QX.,  as  pertaiiiifig  to  the  conscience  (Hebrew  ix.,  9,  10),  for  it 
see^ned  to  say  to  the  people  (they  so  took  it)  do  this  and  live,  do 
that,  and  if  you  do,  you  die.  The  people  all  set  upon  doing,  thinking 
that  the  law  was  given  for  them,  but  alas,  they  found  that  they 
could  not  do  what  the  law  seemed  to  require,  and  their  consciences 
were  ever  defiled  with  painful  feelings  of  guilt,  so  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  love  to  reign,  therefore  this  state  of  ignorance  and 
guilt  was  the  partition  wall,  that  parted  man  from  the  kingdom  of 
love  and  joy.  And  this  has  been  the  case,  as  much  since  they  say 
Christ  ca^ne  and  the  Gospel  has  bee7i  preached,  as  it  was  before ;  none 
were  made  perfect  as  pertaining  to  the  cofiscience,  and  this  is  a  grand 
proof  that  their  account  of  Ch7'ist  comi?tg,  WHEN  they  say  he  did, 
is  WRONG,  for  if  he  had  come  THEN,  the  divine  law  (which  is  the 
Spirit  of  Truth)  that  giveth  life,  would  have  come,  and  life  would 
have  been  enjoyed.  Joy  and  peace,  and  love  would  have  come, 
and  surely  in  the  time  of  almost  two  thousand  years  would  have 
multiplied  exceedingly,  and  misery,  darkness,  guilt  and  fears 
would  not  have  been  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  in  the 
course  (one  would  think)  of  fifty  years  after  the  coming  of  the 
Lord.  I  think  that  some  of  you  would  feel  very  much  if  we  say 
the  Lord  is  now  come,  and  that  you  must  now  tv  ait  yet  fifty  years 
to  see  the  effects  of  his  redeeming  power.  Some  seem  to  say  that 
if  somethi?ig  don't  co?ne  about  next  November,  that  they  shall  be 
very  dissatisfied :  I  hope  indeed  that  they  will  take  hold  of  something 
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as  It  comes  zxid.  hold  it  fast.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  something  will 
come  in  November.  (A  very  comprehensive  Epistle  on  xi.,  chap. 
Romans  was  indited  October  31.) 

But  the  law  was  given  by  Moses,  you  see,  and  was  handed 
down  to  posterity,  that  is,  to  one  born  in  future  time,  to  the  one 
to  whom  it  belonged,  for  it  did  not  belong  to  any  of  the  former 
generation  of  men  at  all,  which,  had  they  known,  they  would  not 
have  been  in  trouble  about  it,  but  they  would  have  left  the  fulfilling 
of  it  to  him  for  whom  it  was  designed  ;  but  this  secret  was  not  to 
be  disclosed,  for  God  must  prove  himself  to  be  a  God  of  wisdom, 
and  of  power,  this  he  must  manifest  to  the  human  race,  therefore 
he  let  evil  reign,  and  let  men  prove  to  themselves  that  they  had  no 
power  to  remove  it.    This  was  necessary  to  be  done,  in  order  that 
when  God  breaks  the  evil  to  pieces  by  his  power  and  establishes  the 
good,  men  might  see  and  know  that  there  is  a  God  in  power,  and 
that  he  is  love  to  the  human  race  ;  then  their  love  will  be  fixed 
upon  him,  and  the  true  worship  established,  which  shall  never  end, 
nor  know  any  change  only  to  grow  and  increase  to  a  kingdom  of 
infinite  joy.    Therefore  the  spirit  went  on  giving  forth  the  law,  but 
never  became  power  in  anyone,  either  to  good  or  evil,  for  it  never 
found  its  level,  it  never  found  its  proper  object,  there  was  7ieve7'  any 
ma?i  appeared  on  earth  ivith  a  po7ver  in  him,  an  attractive  power,  to 
attract  the  power  of  the  law,  or  the  cttrse  of  the  law,  wito  himself, 
therefore  it  went  on  till  the  character  appeared,  in  whom  was  ce7iti'ed 
all  evil,  itfho  had  the  power  to  imagine  i7ito  all  e^)il,  and  when  evil 
came  to  a  complete  body  or  substance  in  him,  then  the  law  foimd  a 
proper  object,  on  ivhom  its  thunder  must  come,  for  here  the  man  of 
sin  was  born,  and  grown  up  to  a  gigantic  size  and  form,  ter?-ible 
beyo7id  descriptio?i,  and  this  is  shewn  you  iii  the  6th  chap.  Genesis, 
for  it  is  of  these  days  it  is  speakins^,  see  the  4th  verse,  "And  there 
were  giants  in  the  earth." — N.B. — In  God's  earth,  man,  //z^man — 
in  those  days,  and  they  were  men  of  renown."  Ah  !  so  they  were 
indeed,  dreadful  spirits  of  guilt  and  fear,  which  had  now  come  to 
their  perfection  in  the  earth,  so  that  the  thought,  and  imagina- 
tions of  man's  heart,  was  evil  continually,  it  was  evil  itself,  it  was 
a  kingdom  of  evil,  it  was  a  fixed  evil,  it  was  a  rooted  evil.  These 
giants  were  renowned  heroes  for  they  conquered  all,  all  were  sub- 
dued by  them,  because  none  knew  God,  all  men  were  kept  under 
subjection  by  these  giants  :  but  in  God^s  creature  was  Og,  the  very 
king  of  the  mockers,  holding  down,  or  hindering  the  Lord  from 
rising,  by  his  (Og's)  slanderous  tongue  (for  the  name  Og,  in  the 
language  of  the  Syrians,  signifies  holding  down  or  hindering.)  Now 
this  Og  was  king  of  Bashan,  i.e.,  he  had  power  to  keep  one  asleep, 
he  was  the  power  of  ignorance,  also  of  slander,  i.e.,  he  slandered 
God  by  false  impressions  in  the  mind,  he  was  also  king  of  confusion. 
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Now  it  is  come  to  the  end  ;  and  this  king  of  Bashan,  Og,  had 
made  himself  a  bedstead  of  iron,  (see  Deuteronomy  iii.,  1 1.)  "For 
only  Og,  king  of  Bashan  remained  of  the  remnant  of  the  giants. 
Behold  his  bedstead  was  a  bedstead  of  iron  :  is  it  not  in  Rabbath 
of  the  children  of  Ammon  ?  nine  cubits  was  the  length  thereof, 
and  four  cubits  the  breadth  thereof,  after  the  cubits  of  a  man.  ^ 
N.B. — The  bedstead  being  of  iro?i^  sig7iifies  the  7vord  of  God  i?L  the 
letter^  which  by  the  power  of  evil  and  unbelief,  was  put  for  a  groitnd 
ivork  for  salvation  IN -  STEAD  of  the  spirit^  this  was  the  bed-stead. 
The  length  of  it  being  nine  cubits,  signifies,  that  evil  had  come  to 
its  full  time,  and  was  now  born  fully  into  the  world,  i.e.,  into  man 
— 7vho  is  four  cubits,  (the  breadth  of  the  bedstead,)  i.e.,  earth,  water, 
fire  a?id  air. — these  are  the  cubits  of  a  man.    And  this  strong  work 
of  iron,  that  supported  the  giant,  (which  was  the  letter  of  the  word) 
was  in  Rabbath  of  the  children  of  Ammon.  Rabbath  signifies  the 
very  lowest  Pit  of  Hell,  the  depth  of  the  fall,  the  utmost  point  of 
misery  and  woe  that  the  human  mind  could  suffer,  eternal  pain  ! 
Yet  this  was  the  way  to  heaven,  it  was  next  door  to  it — next  door 
to  the  Sabbath,  for  the  7vay  to  heave?i  was  to  go  through  hell.  The 
word  Rabbath  signifies  much,  great,  a  chiding,  or  a  fighting  against, 
and  in  this  place  was  this  Iron  Bedstead,  i.e.,  in  the  humanity,  i.e., 
in  the  child  of  the  Amen,  the  children  of  Ammon.    Here  much  is 
given,  i.e.,  in  the  first  place,  much  of  the  evil,  and  much  is  required 
to  be  given  up  ;  here  the  greatness  and  strength  and  power  of  evil 
meets  the  Lord  in  his  coming,  and  chides  him,  and  fights  against 
him,  here  also  much  of  the  good  {as  well  as  the  evil,)  is  the  gift  of  God, 
and  here  is  the  spirit  of  truth  to  chide  and  shame  the  spirit  of  error, 
and  to  fight  against,  and  resist  the  devil  that  he  may  flee  from  the 
human  nature.    I  mention  these  things  here  on  purpose  to  shew 
you  the  object  at  whom  the  curse  pointed  all  along,  and  here  it 
ministered  the  death,  here  Moses  smote  the  rock,  and  now  the 
smitten  rock  gushes  out  water,  to  quench  the  thirst  of  the  Israelites, 
to  stop  the  murmuring  and  complaining.   The  rock  is  smitten  to  kill 
the  evil;  and  then  Jesus  Christ  is  manifest.  The  water  of  Life  now 
.  comes,  grace  and  truth  flow  from  the  smitten  rock.    Grace,  i.e., 
Jesus,  the  new  man,  and  from  him  comes  truth.     Now  from  this 
you  may  see  that  there  is  no  more  curse,  it  was  not  designed  to 
fall  upon  you,  for  you  could  not  bear  it,  it  7uould  have  destroyed  you 
for  ever,  it  must  coj?ie  upon  one  that  was  fitted  to  bear  it,  upon  the  Son 
of  Alan,  made  strong  to  fulfil  God's  purposes,  and  as  it  fell  upon 
him  and  now  is  done  away,  there  is  no  more  curse,  the  scale  is 
turned,  blessings  now  must  come,  tor  the  blessing  is  in  Zion  ;  as  it 
is  written,  (Psalm  133.) — Here  the  brethren  dwell  together  in 
unity,  i.e.,  the  word  is  made  flesh,  here  the  ointment  runs  down 
from  the  head,  and  over  the  beard,  i.e.,  it  covers  the  sin,  so  that  it 
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is  no  more  seen,  it  covers  the  whole  man,  running  down  to  the  skirts 
of  his  garment.  Now  you  see  how  the  law  was  given  by  Moses,  and 
how  Grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ,  which  Grace  and 
Truth  is  the  Spirit  of  Life  which  makes  you  free  from  the 
Law  of  sin  and  death,  because  the  spirit  of  life  shews  you 
on  whom  the  curse  took  hold,  and  it  shews  you  the  character 
at  whom  the  word  pointed  all  along  ;  it  shews  you  that  here  the 
law  of  Sin  and  Death  was  finished,  and  now  the  Spirit  of  Life  in 
Christ  Jesus,  makes  you  free  from  the  Law  of  Sin  and  Death. 
And  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  is  in  yourselves,  dy  your  reception 
of  the  ivord,  in  which  ye  greatly  rejoice^  for  yon  are  thereby  experi- 
mentally freed  from  dead  works,  to  serve  the  living  God  in  the 
newness  of  the  spirit,  and  not  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter,  and  ye 
are  no  more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow  citizens  with 
the  saints,  and  as  ye  are  Abraham's  seed,  ye  are  heirs  according 
to  the  promise. 

From  Zion,  the  Pillar  and  Ground  of 
the  Truth. 

The  Lord  is  here. 

Dear  Brother  B.,  I  have  written  a  long  letter  this  time  from 
which  I  trust  you  will  derive  some  satisfaction.  It  is  your 
mother's  knee,  and  she  has  held  up  a  few  things  for  you  to  look  at, 
which  I  trust  you  will  duly  confider. 

Dear  Friends  all,  be  not  impatient  aboiit  the  work  of 
God,  cannot  you  plainly  discern  that  the  divine  power  has 
established  the  Melchizedec  Priesthood  ?  This  is  a  grand  proof 
that  God  w  ill  now  go  on  in  those  that  believe,  till  he  briiigs  you  to 
the  enjoymeiit  of  all  Spiritual  Blessings.  And  whereas  he  has 
brought  you  into  the  green  pastures,  he  has  put  you  into  the  green 
field,  Zion,  there  to  feed  for  awhile  on  the  clover  of  his  word,  and 
soon  he  will  say  to  you,  come  up  higher  ;  he  has  made  over  all 
spiritual  blessings  unto  you,  and  they  cannot  fail.  Put  not  the 
Lord  to  your  time  nor  way,  but  walk  in  humility,  and  be  content 
to  work  for  and  with  the  Lord,  and  bear  his  reproach,  for  this  you 
must  bear  for  his  sake,  and  your  reward  is  eternal  and  everlasting 
life.  I  can  hardly  leave  off  writing  to  you,  but  I  must,  for  the 
time  is  arrived  that  the  parcel  must  go,  but  I  shall  take  up  this 
subject  again,  I  have  not  done  with  it,  for  those  peeping  Spirits 
grieve  me  very  much,  but  it  is  all  well,  for  they  bri?tg  forth  the  ivord 
from  me.    Fare  ye  well. 
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TO  HANNAH  SIMPSON,  NOTTINGHAM. 

OCTOBER  9,  YEAR  7. 


*       *       -'^  There  has  been  nothing  but  one 

Grand  Funeral  Procession  for  ages,  and  ages,  and  ever  since 
I  can  remember  in  particular;  and  I  can  recollect  since  our 
Lord  first  came  upon  the  earth  to  the  present  time  (and 
long  before),  so  that  you  must  needs  think  I  am  a  pretty- 
good  age  :  but  all  your  wonders  will  cease  at  such  an 
assertion,  of  my  having  lived  so  long,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  am 
the  Wandering  Jew,  that  was  condemned  to  wander  up  and  down, 
and  all  through  this  wilderness  world,  and  never  to  find  rest  till 
the  Lord's  second  coming.  You  will  be  ready  to  say  that  mine 
was  a  hard  lot,  if  what  I  say  be  true.  Tis  true  I  assure  you  ;  I 
am  that  very  man.  Some  could  not  find  rest,  they  said,  in  their 
graves,  but  I  had  to  wander  to  and  fro,  and  be  tossed  up  and 
down,  like  the  locust,  having  no  rest  for  the  soles  of  my  feet, 
but  I  had  this  advantage  in  my  pilgrimage,  that  I  saw  many 
things  that  none  in  those  days  could  see.  I  was  present  on  Mount 
Calvary,  when  Jesus  was  nailed  to  the  cross,  and  I  saw  them  give 
him  vinegar  to  drink  mingled  with  gall,  and  I  saw  the  Roman 
soldier  pierce  him  with  a  spear — and  I  saw  him  expire,  I  saw  him 
buried,  and  I  saw  him  rise  again  and  ascend,  and  all  about  it.  I 
do  not  think  that  I  ever  told  you  this  before,  will  you  not  be  a 
little  surprised  at  my  history.  I  travelled  all  through  the  wilder- 
ness of  sin,  that  was  the  place  you  know  that  Moses  went  with  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  yet  in  all  that  journey  (and  I  walked  it  all 
the  way)  my  feet  never  swelled,  and  what  was  very  extraordinary 
my  clothes  seemed  as  if  they  would  never  wear  out.  I  crossed 
the  River  Jordan,  and  happened  to  come  to  Jericho  just  as  they 
were  sounding  the  Ram's  horns,  and  I  saw  the  walls  fall  down 
flat,  and  a  dreadful  crash  they  made,  and  I  saw  the  Harlot  Rahab^"^ 

*  An  important  work  on  this  subject,  dated  March,  Year  8,  will  be  forth- 
coming in  the  serial  order. 
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there,  she  that  succoured  the  spies  that  went  over  to  spy  and  to 
view  the  land :  and  I  saw  Men,  Women,  and  Children  lying 
slaughtered,  aye,  in  heaps,  for  none  was  saved  but  Rahab  and  her 
kindred ;  this  was  a  warning  to  me,  for  I  always  thought  afterwards 
what  a  good  thing  it  was,  to  be  on  the  side  of  the  God  of  Israel  : 
but  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  you  perhaps,  to  tell  you  all  that  I 
saw;  but  I  just  mention  these  few  things  :  I  saw  the  battle  be- 
tween David  and  Goliah  of  Gath  too,  what  a  huge  monster  Goliah 
was  ;  you  would  have  thought  it  impossible,  had  you  been  there, 
that  such  a  simple  looking  youth  could  have  gained  the  victory 
over  such  a  being,  but  he  laid  him  upon  the  ground,  big  as  he  was, 
and  although  he  made  all  Israel  tremble.*  But  I  will  not  dwell  here, 
I'll  pass  on  to  a  later  date,and  mention  an  adventure  or  two.  I  have 
told  you  that  I  have  seen  nothing  (as  it  were)  all  my  journey  since  I 
have  been  upon  the  earth,  but  one  Grand  Funeral  Procession,  and 
this  is  the  reason  why  you  see  all  the  Head  Men  in  Religion 
dressed  in  black,  for  they  have  been  employed  as  long  as  I  can 
remember  in  burying  their  Father.  One  set,  the  very  head  ones 
read  the  service,  the  next  in  commission  were  pall  bearers,  and  a 
set  under  them  again,  carried  the  corpse,  and  kept  saying  "  Amen !" 
But  there  they  were  out,  for  they  should  not  have  said  Amen,  till 
they  had  put  him  under  ground,  and  covered  him  over,  and  had 
him  quite  secure ;  if  they  had  done  that  first,  then  they  might  have 
said  "  Amen,"  but  they  would  be  premature,  for  if  they  thought 
that  they  had  buried  him  one  Sunday,  they  had  the  same  work  to 
do  next,  for  the  Old  Gentleman  got  out  of  his  grave  again  in  the 
week,  aye,  directly  after,  and  was  as  busy  again  as  ever  at  his 
work,  because  they  never  digged  the  ground  deep  enough,  so  they 
have  had  every  Sunday  the  same  work  to  do  again,  viz..  Burying 
their  Father,  but  they  could  never  bury  him  ;  just  like  a  man 
saying  at  church,  "  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  Father,"  but  he  never 
goes,  and  so  this  is  said  constantly  but  never  done. 

Now  when  I  was  in  Judea,  it  was  when  our  Lord  first  came  on 
the  earth,  there  was  a  man  running  by  him  hastily  one  day,  and 
the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "  Where  are  you  going,  come  and  follow 
me,"  but  the  man  answered,  I  must  go  and  bury  my  father  first." 
So  you  see  this  man  was  one  of  the  craft,  he  was  an  undertaker, 
but  now  the  overtaker  was  come,  and  he  said  unto  him,  "  Let  the 
dead  bury  the  dead,  follow  thou  me."  See  Matthew  viii.  21. 
You  have  been  a  long  time  burying  your  father,  come  along  with 
me,  and  I  will  shew  you  how  the  dead  may  bury  the  dead  :  you 
never  went  deep  enough  to  bury  the  dead,  t.e.^  your  father,  I  will 

*  The  various  Scripture  Allegories  brought  forward  here,  showing  the  diver- 
sified forms  of  inspiration,  have  their  spiritual  signification  made  known  in  the 
manifold  writings  of  Zion,  "  who  is  made  all  things  unto  all  men." — C.  B.  H. 
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shew  you  how  to  dig  a  grave  for  him,  that  he  will  nevermore  be 
able  to  rise  out  of,  when  once  you  get  him  in.  No  other  place 
will  do  for  him  but  the  Bottomless  Pit. 

Now  you  will  begin  to  discover  what  I  mean,  and  who  this 
father  is,  which  this  man  here  mentioned  among  the  many  was 
endeavouring  to  bury,  because  he  knew  that  he  could  not  enjoy 
the  estate  until  the  Old  Man  was  gone,  nor  could  the  Will  be  read 
nor  anyone  know  what  they  were  to  enjoy  till  the  Old  Man  was 
buried,  therefore  it  was  no  wonder  that  this  man  was  in  such  a 
huny  to  get  him  buried.  Now  I  hope  that  no  one  will  be  offended 
if  I  say,  that  this  father  is  none  other  than  the  Devil :  this  is  he  that 
all  men  have  been  trying  to  bury,  but  it  is  quite  clear  to  you,  that 
they  never  did  bury  him,  for  if  they  had,  it  would  not  be  said 
"  That  he  goeth  about  as  a  lion,  seeking  whom  he  may  devour," 
and  at  Church  they  pray  to  God  to  keep  them  from  all  assaults  of 
the  Devil,  and  also  they  say  that  "  they  are  miserable  sinners," 
and  Avho  in  the  world  can  make  them  so,  but  the  Devil ; — so  that 
you  see,  that  though  the  Scriptures  say  that  Christ  died  to  destroy 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  which  is  the  Devil,  yet  these 
people  it  is  evident,  have  not  got  rid  of  him,  they  have  not  buried 
their  father,  no,  they  could  not  get  rid  of  him,  for  he  is  a  Potent 
Prince,  and  he  had  the  rule  ot  them,  and  they  never  knew  him, 
for  if  once  they  knew  him,  and  knew  what  he  was  composed  of, 
they  would  be  able  to  cast  off  his  yoke,  and  they  would  soon  bury 
him.  Read  the  epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  2nd  chapter,  2nd  verse, 
and  you  will  soon  see  who  he  is  ;  "  Wherein  in  time  past  ye  walked 
according  to  the  course  of  this  world,  according  to  the  Prince  and 
power  of  the  air,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children  of 
disobedience."  Now  you  see  that  Satan  is  here  called  a  Prince, 
and  you  know  that  Christ  is  also  called  a  Prince  (see  Revelations 
i.  5),  "  And  from  Jesus  Christ,  the  faithful  witness  and  the  first- 
begotten  of  the  Dead,  and  the  Prince  of  the  Kings  of  the  Earth." 

We  shall  observe  first,  in  noticing  the  above  passage  out  of  the 
Ephesians,  that  this  epistle  was  written  for  this  present  time,  it 
relates  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  therefore,  when  you  read  it,  you 
must  read  it  as  though  it  was  written  now  in  this  day.  The  word 
signifies  Desirable,  therefore  the  city  of  Ephesus  is  Zion,  for  here, 
he  that  was  the  desire  of  all  nations  is  come,  and  is  being  revealed ; 
i.e.,  Christ,  the  true  light,  the  Saviour,  the  new  Covenant,  everlast- 
ing Righteousness,  Love,  Peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost ;  this 
is  Ephesus,  and  all  who  receive  the  eternal  word,  the  deliverer 
that  should  come  forth  out  of  Zion,  they  are  the  Ephesians,  they 
dwell  in  that,  that  is  so  desirable,  i.e.  Light,  the  Spirit  of  the  Word, 
wherein  God  is  love  and  not  anger,  pain  and  torment ;  because 
you  now  see  that  you  are  the  beloved  of  God.    You  see  by  the 
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Revelations  of  the  divine  nature  in  your  brother  Zion,  how  freely 
God  bestows  his  virtue  and  his  goodness  on  the  human  creature, 
ah  !  without  money  and  without  price,  and  he  is  no  respecter  of 
persons,  for  God  loveth  man,  but  he  (being  Light)  hateth  darkness, 
and  therefore  he  sendeth  forth  his  Son,  the  true  light  to  take  the 
darkness  away  that  we  may  be  perfect.  Therefore  draw  nigh  unto 
him,  and  call  him  your  Dear  Father,  lifting  up  holy  hands  without 
wrath  and  doubting,  for  love  and  truth  is  holy,  and  having  that, 
ye  are  holy,  and  ye  obey  the  command  "  Be  ye  holy  for  I  am  holy." 
And  when  you  dwell  in  love  with  your  God  who  loveth  you,  and 
who  never  saw  one  single  evil  that  ever  you  did,  no  never,  nor 
never  will,  that  cannot  be  ;  how  can  you  then  but  love  him  that 
loved  you  from  Eternity,  and  never  can  know  any  change.  You 
may  well  say  "  Abba,"/.<f.,  my  Dear  Father,  drawing  nigh  unto  him 
with  a  true  heart,  having  the  heart  sprinkled  from  an  evil  con- 
science, and  the  Body,  {i.e.,  the  Body  of  Sin)  washed  with  pure 
water ;  the  body  of  sin,  evil  or  darkness,  washed  av/ay  by  the  pure 
word.  Then  you  are  holy,  because  you  now  live  in  the  Holy  God, 
love  and  wisdom,  and  ye  live  not  in  the  unholy  God,  who  is  guilt 
and  fear,  springing  from  the  Root  of  Evil  (Darkness),  for  love  in 
you  has  beaten  down  that  power.— Ye  did  live  in  trespasses  and 
sins,  ye  trespassed  on  God's  holy  word,  by  taking  it  in  a  wrong 
light,  and  you  thought  that  God  would  call  you  to  a  strict  account 
for  all  that  you  had  done  amiss  :  now  this  was  the  Root  of  Evil, 
or  Death,  and  you  could  not  love  God,  for  this  thought  stood  in 
the  way  ;  you  lived  in  the  God  of  Darkness  ;  the  Priest,  or  Prince 
(it  is  all  one,  a  Priest  is  a  Prince)  of  the  power  of  the  air  ;  i.e.,  of 
the  word,  for  the  word  is  the  air,  and. this  Prince  ministered  Death 
to  your  poor  mind,  and  he  sent  the  word  into  your  heart,  and  it 
condemned  you,  and  you  said  in  secret  "  O  1  what  shall  I  do  to 
be  saved,  for  I  am  a  guilty  sinner  before  God,"  for  the  darkness 
was  your  Prince  or  Priest,  that  ministered  death  unto  you  by  con- 
demning you  by  the  word  recorded  in  the  Bible,  and  you  had  an 
evil  conscience,  you  v/alked  according  to  the  course  of  this  world, 
who  all  call  themselves  sinners,  and  guilty  Hell-deserving  sinners, 
and  among  these  we  all  had  our  conversation  in  times  past  (or  old 
time)  but  now  the  new  time  is  come,  wherein  the  worshippers 
being  once  purged  have  no  more  conscience  of  sin.  And  why 
have  you  no  more  conscience  of  sin  ?  Because  you  see  that 
God  always  loved  man,  and  chose  him  to  eternal  and  ever- 
lasting life  :  and  that  there  never  was  in  all  God's  Book,  one 
single  curse  or  threatening  against  man,  no  not  one,  nothing  but 
love  for  man.  But  the  curse  was  to  come  on  the  wicked  Principle 
or  Priest,  that  ministered  to  you  such  swarms  of  guilty  thoughts 
and  dism.al  fears,  that  told  you  lies,  and  said  that  God  was  angry 
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with  you,  and  therefore  you  could  not  love  him  :  what  a  dismal 
state  for  poor  man  to  Uve  in,  what  a  hell  to  carry  about  with  him. 
And  did  you  not  go  to  Church  and  Chapel  every  Sunday  to  bury 
your  Father,  this  Prince  that  had  in  his  hand  the  power  of  death, 
and  in  this  manner  killed  and  destroyed  your  peace,  yes,  he  was 
your  Father,  for  he  begat  you,  and  if  I  say  he  was  your  Mother 
too,  I  should  not  be  far  out,  for  he  brought  you  forth  and  nursed 
you  up  in  wrong  and  wicked  thoughts,  and  would  not  let  you  love, 
for  darkness  was  your  Father,  and  unbelief  your  Mother,  and  they 
are  both  one ;  and  if  a  man  does  not  hate  this^  his  Father  and 
Mother,  yea,  and  his  own  life  also,  for  these  were  his  life,  then  you 
could  not  be  Christ's  disciple.  Now  I  have  said,  that  all  the 
curses,  and  storms  of  fire  and  brimstone,  damnation,  and  ever- 
lasting torments,  God  designed  should  fall  upon  the  devil, 
when  God's  time  was  come  to  cut  him  off  and  destroy  this 
wicked  Prince  of  Israel.  Now  there  was  a  certain  time  for  this 
Prince  to  come  to  his  full  growth,  and  as  he  was  an  Invisible  Being, 
there  must  be  a  vessel,  a  man,  a  human  being,  in  whom  he  should 
be  permitted  to  come  and  show  himself,  tormenting  the  poor 
creature  that  he  could  have  no  rest,  day  nor  night,  so  that  he  stood 
afar  off,  continually  smiting  himself  upon  his  breast,  saying  God  be 
merciful  to  me  a  sinner.  Why  what's  the  matter  ?  why  matter 
enough  ;  what  is  it  ?  why  don't  you  know  how  dreadful  the  word 
of  God  is  against  sinners. — I'm  afraid  I  shall  be  eternally  damned 
and  what  shall  I  do.  This  was  his  cry,  and  no  one  on  earth  could 
help  him,  and  he  was  so  bowed  down  that  he  could  by  no  means 
lift  up  himself,  nor  so  much  as  lift  up  his  eyes  towards  heaven ; 
therefore  in  this  state  of  mind,  he  chose  to  live  among  the  tombs 
lie  gave  himself  up  to  despair,  and  though  they  sometimes  put 
chains  upon  him  in  hopes  to  keep  him  a  little  quiet,  yet  it  was  of 
no  use,  he  would  tear  his  chains  to  pieces,  and  snap  them  asunder, 
and  say  it  is  of  no  use,  I  am  for  ever  lost.  While  I  suffer  thy 
terrors  I  am  distracted."  Now  the  chains  that  were  sometimes 
put  upon  him  in  hopes  to  keep  him  a  little  quiet,  means,  that  the 
Spirit  brought  to  his  mind  sometimes  the  word  of  God,  where  the 
promise  stands  for  mercy  for  man,  but  a  fit  of  despair  would  in- 
stantly seize  him,  and  he  tore  his  chains  again,  and  was  as  bad 
as  ever ;  the  power  of  unbelief  would  carry  all  away  from  him,  and 
he  was  a  prey  to  the  Prince  and  power  of  the  air,  and  he  could 
not  obey  the  command,  "  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart,"  &c.  No,  for  this  dark  Prince  had  the  power  of  the 
word  m  his  hand,  to  apply  it  to  the  poor  creature's  mind,  to  kill 
with  death  ;  and  the  life  that  he  lived  (if  it  may  be  called  life)  was 
a  perpetual  death,  he  breathed  the  breath  or  air  of  hell,  and  was 
thereby  hell  himself ;  for  just  as  you  breathe  the  common  air,  and 
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that  is  your  life,  so  this  poor  creature,  under  the  prince  and  power 
of  the  air,  breathed  the  word  in  the  falsehood,  and  so  this  false- 
hood was  his  life,  the  Dead  was  in  him,  that  is,  the  Devil,  his 
father ;  but  you  know  there  is  a  Scripture  which  says  "  Death  and 
Hell  gave  up  the  Dead  that  were  in  them." 

Now  this  is  the  same  Man  that  the  Lord  stopped  in  the  street, 
and  said  unto  him,  "  Come  and  follow  me,"  but  he  said,  "  Lord, 
suffer  me  first  to  go  and  bury  my  father."  But  alas,  as  we  have 
said  before,  the  poor  man  had  never  seen  the  right  grave  where  to 
bury  him,  and  he  never  could  dig  deep  enough  ;  therefore  the  Lord, 
knowing  the  poor  man  was  so  afflicted  with  this  spirit  of  infirmity, 
and  that  the  poor  Man  had  been  trying  all  he  could  to  bury  his 
father,  came  to  him  and  called  him,  as  we  say,  and  said  unto  him, 
"  Let  the  dead  bury  the  dead,  follow  thou  me."  Poor  creature, 
you  are  dead  by  the  Law ;  the  word  has  killed  you,  yet  you  are 
striving  for  life  it  is  evident,  and  it  is  written,  "  He  that  believeth 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live,"  and  now  I  am 
come  to  show  you  v/here  you,  the  dead,  may  bury  the  dead.  I  am 
that  almighty  Angel  mentioned  in  Revelations  xx.,  "  that  am  come 
down  with  the  key  of  the  Bottomless  Pit,"  and  the  great  chain  of 
the  word  of  God  must  now  be  linked  together  by  your  experience. 
I  am  opening  the  Bottomless  Pit  in  you,  but  when  I  put  in  my 
key,  there  was  so  much  rust  in  the  JVa?'d,  that  the  key  of  wisdom 
could  not  turn  round  to  push  back  the  bolt,  that  kept  fast  the 
mystery,  unless  violence  was  used,  so  that  all  the  pain  and 
anguish,  the  sorrow  and  woe.,  the  sickness  and  death,  and  the 
pains  of  hell  taking  hold  of  you,  were  all  caused  by  my  putting  in 
the  key  that  I  might  open  the  Bottomless  Pit  within  you,  and  by 
the  opening  of  the  pit,  the  smoke  arose  in  your  mind  that  has  filled 
you  with  such  confusion,  that  you  could  not  see  my  decrees  :  for 
"the  sun  and  the  air  was  darkened  by  reason  of  the  smoke 
of  the  pit,"  and  then  you  felt  the  Plague  and  the  locust. 
Read  Revelations  ix.  And  you  felt  their  scorpion  sting,  but 
they  could  go  no  further  than  they  were  permitted,  they  had  not 
power  to  kill,  only  to  torment  for  five  months,  to  bring  forth  in  you 
what  the  five  months  of  winter  signify,  October,  November,  Decem- 
ber, January,  and  February,  these  are  the  five  months,  or  wounds, 
and  while  wounded  thus,  you  sought  annihilation  to  be  Ireed  from 
the  anguish,  but  could  not  find  it,  (see  6th  verse,)  but  I  preserved 
your  life  according  as  it  is  said  in  the  4th  verse,  that  the  scorpions 
had  not  the  power  to  hurt  your  life,  spoken  of  under  the  figure  of 
grass,  and  green  thing  and  tree,  this  they  had  not  power  to  hurt, 
neither  had  they  power  to  kill  you,  but  to  torment  and  afflict  you 
because  you  had  not  the  seal  of  God,  going  before  you  for  your 
protection.    For  in  the  great  and  sore  tribulation  you  forgot  pros- 
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perity,  you  forgot  the  promise  I  made  you,  and  you  were  drowned 
in  the  flood  of  woe  ;  so  you  had  not  the  seal  of  God  in  your  fore- 
head, you  did  not  put  my  promise  in  front ;  had  you  done  this  it 
would  have  been  an  invincible  shield  to  you,  and  because  you  did 
not  do  this  the  scorpions  had  the  power  over  you,  guilt,  fear,  terror, 
dismay  and  anguish,  blackness  and  darkness,  and  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet,  and  the  alarm  of  war,  and  the  voice  of  words  of  condem- 
nation, exceeding  loud  in  your  inner  man  :  so  that  you  said  "  I 
exceedingly  fear  and  quake  ;  "  because  so  terrible  was  the  sight  of 
the  consuming  fire ;  for  this  was  my  coming  down  upon  Mount 
Sinai.  And  you  were  the  beast  that  touched  the  mountain,  and  was 
thrust  through  with  my  dart,  my  word  flaming  with  vengeance 
struck  through  your  liver  /.<?.,  your  life.     Thus  have  I  led  you, 
that  you  might  know  that  my  word  is  spirit,  and  to  bring  forth  the 
knowledge  of  it  in  yourself,  by  letting  the  powers  of  darkness  come 
into  you,  or  rise  up  in  you,  and  be  embodied  in  you.    You  became 
Satan,  because  darkness  was  your  life,  and  the  torment  was  hell, 
and  the  word  condemning  you  was  damnation.  So  now  the  bottom- 
less pit  is  in  yourself,  for  the  spiritual  light  of  the  word  is  bottom- 
less and  unsearchable,  past  finding  out  by  the  carnal  mind  ;  so 
all  that  was  called  hell  and  death  was  in  yourself ;  and  now  by 
opening  the  mystery  of  my  word  thus  in  you,  I  have  digged  the 
grave  where  you  may  bury  your  father,  for  the  letter  of  the  wo7'd 
{which  was  your  father)  is  swallowed  up  in  the  spiritual  meanifig ; 
for  the  spirit  of  darkness  begat  you  into  the  letter,  and  the  letter 
killeth ;   it  was  death  to   you ;   but   now  the  spirit  of  light 
which  is  the  I.ord.  begets\ou  into  the  Spiritual  light  of  the 
Word,  and  now  you  bury  your  father  in  the  bottomless  pit 
of  the  knowledge  of  my  word.    Here  the  letter  and  fleshy  sense 
of  the  word  whic  h  is  called  Gog  (the  false  covering)  is  for  ever  lost, 
for  ever  buried  down  according  to  the  word  in  Ezekiel  (xxxix.,  ii. 
12,  13)  "  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  I  shall  give 
unto  Gog  a  place  thereof  of  graves  in  Israel ;  the  valley  of  the 
passengers  on  the  east  of  the  sea,  and  it  shall  stop  the  way  of  the 
passengers,  and  there  shall  they  bury  Gog  and  all  his  multitude, 
and  they  shall  call  it  the  valley  ot  Hammon  Gog,  and  seven 
months  shall  the  House  of  Israel  be  burying  them"  {i.e.,  March, 
April,  May,  June,  July,  August  and  September),  and  now  you  see 
these  seven  months  of  summer  and  the  other  five  months  of  winter 
make  one  year,  or  twelve  months.    That  is  the  year  that  I  was 
visited,^-  when  the  tree  of  life  was  brought  forth  out  of  death,  and 

Commencing  at  the  latter  end  of  September,  1827,  and  completed  in 
the  following;  September,  1828.  This  was  the  natural  period  of  time  in  the 
outward  world,  occupied  by  the  visitation,  and  twelve  months'  operation  of  the 
Spirit  within  the  mind.— C.  B.  H. 
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now  the  winter  is  lost  in  the  summer,  death  is  swallowed  up  of  life, 
and  darkness  is  swallowed  up  of  light,  and  hell  lost  in  heaven  (read 
on  the  scriptures)  "  And  seven  months  shall  the  house  of  Israel  be 
burying  them,  that  they  may  cleanse  the  land,  yea  all  the  people  of 
the  land  shall  bury,  and  it  shall  be  unto  them  a  renown,  the  day 
that  shall  be  glorified  saith  the  Lord  God." 

So  now  the  name  of  the  city  is  Hamonah,  that  means  where  the 
multitude  is  buried  that  made  uproar,  and  now  the  Lord  is 
glorified  in  his  creature,  and  in  the  humanity ;  in  the  very  man 
whom  he  has  taught  to  bury  his  father,  has  he  appeared  ;  for  he 
has  taught  the  dead  to  bury  the  dead,  that  the  living  Lord  might 
come  and  reign  instead  of  the  dying  Devil.  And  now  Jesus  Christ, 
the  faithful  witness,  the  first  begotten  from  the  dead,  is  become  in 
his  creature,  the  Prince  of  the  Kings  of  the  earth.  Here  you  see 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  called,  or  said  to  be  the  first  begotten  from 
the  dead,  and  this  can  be  explained  in  a  very  few  words.  It  is  a 
new  man,  made  of  an  old  man ;  it  is  the  dry  rod  of  Aaron,  that 
budded  and  bore  almonds  ;  it  is  a  root  out  of  a  dry  gi-ound  ;  it  is 
the  parched  ground  that  is  become  a  pool,  and  the  thirsty  land, 
springs  of  water  ;  it  is  the  habitation  of  devils — become  a  fertile 
garden,  producing  grass  with  reeds  and  rushes  :  it  is  life  from  the 
dead. 

Now  Jesus  Christ  is  (according  to  the  text)  the  first  begotten 
from  the  dead.  Now  one  that  is  begotten,  cannot  have  an  existence 
before  he  is  begotten,  no,  certainly  not.  Jesus  Christ  existed  only 
in  the  seed,  in  this  way  he  ever  was,  but  in  the  due  time  this  seed 
must  be  raised  to  a  Tree  of  Life  ;  the  seed  was  in  the  Eternal 
Father  God,  and  God  was  hid  in  the  inner  depth  of  the  human 
soul,  yet  was  lost  to  the  human  soul ;  till  the  manifestation,  the 
soul  knew  not  God,  nor  did  God  know  the  soul ;  strange  saying 
this,  ah,  but  it  is  a  true  one,  see  the  epistle  to  the  Galatians,  and 
it  will  tell  you  the  same.  "  How  is  it"  says  the  word,  "that  after 
ye  have  known  God,  or  rather  are  known  of  God,  that  ye  turn 
again  to  the  beggarly  elements  unto  which  you  desire  to  be  in 
bondage. Now,  what  we  mean  is,  that  God  though  he  lay  hid 
in  the  soul  yet  he  did  not  move  in  the  soul  with  his  fiery  breath 
to  beget  life  in  it,  until  the  due  time  came  to  put  forth  his  power 
to  create,  so  that  God  did  not  know  the  soul  by  his  motion  in  it 
unto  life;  but  when  God  became  stirring  or  moving  in  the  human 
soul,  there  was  a  motion  in  it,  and  the  motion  was  the  desire  of 
God  to  the  manifestation  of  himself,  and  the  desire  of  God  im- 
pregnated the  will  of  the  creature,  or  of  the  soul,  and  the  desire 
became  the  souFs  desire,  and  the  will  of  the  mind  was,  to  become 
living,  to  know  God,  for  it  had  now  had  a  glance  of  the  Divine 
Love,  Will,  and  desire,  which  served  as  a  cord — to  draw  the  soul 
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to  seek  for  wisdom  ;  for  it  need  not  be  said,  that  God  came  to  the 
soul,  for  he  was  always  in  the  soul,  but  as  an  eternal  nothing, 
incomprehensible  altogether  to  the  soul,  an  infinite  deep,  without 
bottom  or  shore.  But  now  the  soul  was  filled  with  evil,  with 
thronging  spirits  without  number,  the  temple,  the  inner  man,  that 
God  decreed  should  become  the  house  of  prayer  for  all  people, 
was  made  a  den  of  thieves  ;  the  accuser  was  there,  that  accused 
the  soul,  day  and  night  before  God ;  therefore  God,  in  zeal  to 
deliver  the  soul  in  whom  the  seed  of  life  was  sown,  and  to  bring 
forth  the  seed,  his  son,  whom  he  had  begotten  in  the  womb — the 
Lord  was  obliged  to  reveal  himself  in  flaming  fire,  and  thus  the 
Bush,  /.(f.,  the  soul,  burned  with  fire  (but  was  not  comsumed).  But 
God,  as  I  have  already  said,  always  dwelt  in  the  Bush  though  it 
was  a  bramble  bush,  but  now  he  began  to  manifest  himself  in 
flaming  fire,  and  this  was  the  fire  that  was  in  the  bush.  Now 
the  soul  knew  God,  but  only  as  he  is  said  to  be  "  a  consuming 
fire."  "  It  is  a  fearful  thing  (saith  the  word)  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  living  God."  This  is  said  in  allusion  to  this  very  revelation 
of  this  property  of  God  in  me  ;  I  knew  indeed  now,  the  truth  of 
the  word  "  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God"  who  had  now  become  living  in  me ;  but  it  was  in  the  pain- 
ful anguish,  in  the  property  of  the  devouring  fire,  for  this  lot  was 
appointed  unto  me,  viz.,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  livmg  God, 
and  to  know  this  dreadfiil  and  fearful  thing,  because  my  nature,  I 
mean  evil  nature,  the  devil,  was  there,  which  was  God's  adversary. 
I  call  it  my  nature,  because  the  evil  was  interwoven  with  the  man 
spirit,  and  so  my  nature  was  made  evil  thereby,  for  it  was  poisoned 
all  through  by  evil.  The  soul  of  itself  is  not  evil,  but  it  was  made 
evil  by  the  power  of  darkness,  and  the  darkness  was  the  life  of  it, 
and  it  was  a  dark  hell  or  dark  hole,  the  habitation  of  demons.  But 
now  God's  time  being  come  to  make  hell  tremble  with  his  presence, 
he  shews  himself  in  the  dark  cavern,  he  descends  in  flaming  fire 
to  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  obeyed  not 
the  Gospel.  (2  Thess.,  i.,  8.)  For,  from  and  out  of  this  very  hell 
of  devils  must  Christ  come,  and  the  human  soul  is  Nazareth, 
therefore  the  holy  child  Jesus,  is  called  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  that  is, 
he  is  become  king  over  his  murderers,  the  king  of  the  Jews.  Now 
the  holy  seed  which  was  to  fonn  the  Son  of  God  (when  delivered) 
was  all  this  time  in  embryo  in  the  soul,  bound  down  under  heaps 
of  devils,  so  that  it  could  not  grow  or  thrive,  and  from  this  oppress- 
ed seed  did  come  groanings  that  cannot  be  uttered,  therefore  you 
know  it  is  written,  "  I  have  seen,  I  have  seen,  the  affliction  of  my 
people  that  are  in  Egypt,  and  am  come  down  to  deliver  them,"  i.e. 
I  manifest  myself  to  deliver  them,  for  take  notice,  that  all  the 
people  of  God  were  in  this  seed  ;  for  this  was  the  seed  that  is  to 
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principle  all  the  future  generation  of  MANKIND,  so  that  all  the 
people  were  in  it,  the  whole  body  that  will  now  make  the  glorious 
Church  and  habitation  of  God  through  the  spirit.  So  God  became 
thus  manifest  in  flaming  fire  in  the  flesh,  to  destroy  the  works  of 
the  Devil,  that  the  Righteous  seed,  his  own  offspring,  that  he  had 
shed  forth  into  the  soul  of  the  creature  (which  was  his  love),  might  be 
delivered.  And  I  wish  for  you  to  notice  here,  that  the  Son  of  God 
is  called  the  Son  of  God's  love;  yes,  for  the  human  soul  is  God's 
love,  and  in  the  poor  dead  soul  did  God  beget  his  Son,  so  you  see 
that  he  is  the  first  begotten  of  the  dead.  But  he  could  not  be 
brought  forth  without  pain  and  anguish  ;  the  poor  soul  mup-t  be 
aflfiicted,  it  must  be  thrown  down,  must  fall  into  the  fire,  and  into 
the  hands  of  the  living  God,  that  the  fire  may  consume  the  dross, 
i.e.,  the  evil  nature.  So  the  soul  was  obliged  to  fall  down  into  the 
devouring  element  and  resign  itself  up  unto  this  death,  and  then 
it  thought  that  it  should  be  devoured,  but  no,  oh  no  ;  but  the  soul 
must  be  thus  aflrighted  that  it  may  give  up  its  dead,  then  did  the  holy 
seed  spring  up,  for  the  garden,  viz.  the  soul  was  now  weeded,  and  the 
corn  of  wheat  had  room  to  grow.  And  now  Jesus  Christ  appears, 
the  first-begotten  of  the  dead,  the  faithful  witness,  and  the  Prince 
of  the  Kings  of  the  earth. 

Thus  a  new  man  is  made  out  of  the  old  one.  A  beautiful  repre- 
sentation of  this  new  creation  you  will  see  in  the  Apochryphal 
Testament,  of  the  Phoenix,  that  is  said  to  live  to  such  a  great  age, 
but  when  the  time  comes  for  its  dissolution,  it  lays  itself  down  in 
its  nest  and  dies,  and  putrifies,  and  becomes  a  heap  of  corruption, 
and  gradually  moulders  away  into  dust ;  but  in  the  midst,  or  at  the 
bottom  there  is  a  worm  such  as  we  call  a  maggot,  which  grows  larger 
and  larger,  and  presently  assumes  another  shape,  and  gets  feathers 
and  wings,  and  strength,  and  rises  a  new  Phoenix,  and  it  takes  up 
the  remains  of  its  parent  and  carries  it  through  the  air,  till  it  comes 
to  the  altar  of  the  sun  in  Egypt,  there  it  leaves  the  bones  of  its 
parent  and  goes  its  way.  Here  is  a  figure  of  the  man  burying  his 
father,  and  the  new  man  Christ  arising  out  of  the  old. 

Another  account  of  the  Phoenix  is  that  there  is  but  one  bird  of 
the  kind  in  the  world,  and  it  is  found  in  Arabia,  it  is  about  the 
size  of  an  eagle,  and  lives  600  years,  and  having  lived  that  time, 
builds  her  nest  of  combustibles,  which  being  set  on  fire  by  the  sun, 
she  fans  herself  with  her  wings,  and  burns  herself  in  it ;  and  that 
a  worm  rises  out  of  her  ashes,  which  becomes  a  new  Phoenix. 
Now  this  of  the  Phoenix  is  true  spiritually: — Arabia,  signifies  the 
evening,  or  even,  or  sweetness  ;  well  the  even  is  come  (the  even 
balance  of  truth)  which  is  sweetness,  because  the  mystery  of  Christ 
is  sweet,  the  mystery  being  opened  is  Arabia's  spicy  gales,  and 
Christ  is  the  only  Phoenix  in  the  world,  the  first-begotten  from  the 
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dead,  and  has  arisen  out  of  the  flames,  out  of  the  burning — "  The 
emerald  unhurt  in  fire,  displays  great  Judah's  son,"  who  is  the 
rightful  heir.  I  could  enlarge  much  here  on  this  grand  and  sacred 
figure  of  the  Phoenix,  but  I  must  forbear  until  another  opportunity 
occurs. 

By  these  few  remarks  you  may  now  see  how  the  poor  man  has 
buried  his  father,  and  you  see  the  grave  where  he  is  buried,  and  now 
that  the  old  man  is  dead  and  buried,  the  young  man  can  read  the 
will  and  enter  into  the  enjoyment  of  the  estate.  And  what  think 
you,  the  old  man  was  Sathanus,  but  the  young  man's  name  is 
Christus,  i.e.^  the  anointed  of  God  ;  and  all  that  is  here  said  is  to 
shew  this,  that  my  fomier  state,  when  my  old  father  was  living, 
was  evil,  and  that  evil  being  my  nature,  my  name  was  Sathanus, 
Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  Devils ;  but  now  having  endured  the 
burning  and  the  spirit  of  judgment,  and  having  buried  my  father, 
my  old  father,  I  have  now  a  new  life,  I  am  a  new  man,  as  I  said 
above,  Christus — Anointed.  So  here  is  Jesus  Christ,  the  first 
begotten  from  the  dead,  and  the  faithful  witness  of  what  hell,  death, 
sin,  and  damnation  is,  and  of  what  all  the  curses  in  the  book  are, 
for  he  bore  them  all,  and  was  made  all  this,  and  he  leaveth  a 
faithful  witness  or  testimony  to  what  evil  is,  to  the  truth  of  the 
word,  for  he  is  the  word  itself,  for  the  word  was  made  flesh  in  him. 
He  is  a  faithful  witness  for  God,  to  witness  that  God  is  faithful,  for 
this  poor  man  cried,  and  he  helped  him,  and  saved  him  from 
death,  as  it  is  written,  "  Who  in  the  days  of  his  flesh  offered  up 
strong  crying  and  tears  unto  him  that  was  able  to  save  him  from 
death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he  feared,  and  though  he  were  a  son 
yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things  that  he  suffered."  Thus 
having  obtained  help  of  God,  I  continue  to  this  hour  saying  none 
other  things  than  what  Moses  and  the  prophets  said  should  come, 
how  that  Christ  should  suffer,  and  that  he  should  be  the  first  that 
should  rise  from  the  dead,  and  shew  himself  unto  his  disciples,  and 
bring  light  unto  the  people,  and  to  the  Gentiles,  (See  Acts  xxvi., 
2  2,  23).  And  here  we  remark  in  allusion  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
world  respecting  Christ  as  they  believe,  how  could  he  be  the  first 
that  rose  from  the  dead,  seeing  that  there  were  others  that  were 
raised  from  the  dead  before  him,  if  the  Scriptures  are  mere 
history.  No,  no. — He  is  the  first  begotten  from  the  dead  as  we 
have  described  already.  And  where  is  the  light  that  he  showed 
when  he  rose  from  the  dead  ?  was  the  light  and  the  truth  of  the 
Scriptures  given  then?  No — but  now  "  Christ  is  risen  and  become 
the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept,  for  since  by  man  came  death,  by 
man  also  comes  the  resurrection  from  the  dead."  And  now  he  that 
is  the  first  begotten  of  the  dead  and  the  faithful  witness,  is  in  Zion 
— and  also  the  prince  and  priest  of  the  kings  of  the  earth. 
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Now  by  receiving  my  word  which  is  spirit,  ye  receive  of  my 
spirit,  of  my  life,  ye  are  baptized  in  the  water  of  life — the  word, 
and  ye  are  risen  with  Christ,  and  ye  seek  those  things  that  are 
above,  and  not  the  things  that  are  below  in  the  dark  regions  of  the 
mortal  life  of  mere  sense  and  man's  wisdom.  And  by  the  know- 
ledge of  the  word  ye  are  kings  over  the  earthly  spirit  and  principle, 
ye  reign  over  it;  and  the  first  begotten  from  the  dead  is  your  priest, 
and  does  minister  unto  you  Holy  things^  that  is  the  true  light  of  the 
word,  God's  word  in  holiness,  which  is  the  order  of  Melchisedec. 
Now  you  see  the  deep  grave — yes  you  must  see  the  burying  place 
of  Moses,  which  no  man  ever  knew  of,  for  the  Scripture  says  "  No 
man  ever  knew  of  his  burying  place  unto  this  day"  but  you  are 
now  favoured  with  this  sight,  which  no  mortal  man  in  the  old 
world  ever  saw.  Moses  is  the  word  in  the  letter,  but  Christ  is  the 
word  in  the  spirit,  and  so  Moses  the  servant  now  is  dead,  and 
Christ  the  Son  lives  in  his  stead.  And  now  you  must  all  bury 
your  fathers  in  this  grave,  i.e.,  bury  sense,  mere  sense  and  human 
reason,  blind  reason,  bury  this  old  man,  and  let  the  spirit  live,  let 
faith  live ;  deny  the  word  in  the  letter,  and  receive  the  word  in  the 
spirit,  for  as  Christ  is  revealed  in  Zion,  it  is  the  rod  of  Moses  that 
swallows  up  all  man^s  inventions.  Farewell  for  Ever. — I  mean 
Eat,  O  my  friends,  Drink,  yea  drink  abundantly  O  my  Beloved  ! 

From  ZION, 

The  Church  of  the  Living  God. 
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TO  C.  BRADLEY,  JUNR. 

OCTOBER  II.    YEAR  7. 


Your  letter  of  the  9th  was  received  yesterday,  and  was  read 
through  you  may  be  sure,  and  that  with  increased  feelings  of  love 
toward  the  writer. — A  kind  lather  who  had  brought  up  a  numerous 
family  was  once  asked.  "  In  the  name  of  goodness  Sir,  however 
did  you  do  to  bring  them  all  up  ?"  His  answer  was,  "  By  loving 
the  youngest  best,  and  taking  care  of  him  first,  and  so  by  love  and 
care,  I  got  them  on  to  manhood."  But  Sir,  (said  the  person  with 
whom  he  was  conversing,)  "  their  wants  must  have  been  verj^ 
numerous — they  must  have  often  made  you  look  about  you  pretty 
sharp."  "  O  no,  Sir,  "  replied  the  other,  "  quite  different  from  that, 
their  wants  made  me  look  up,  and  looking  up  I  always  found  a 
supply  for  them." 

I  need  not  explain  this  parable  for  my  meaning  will  be 
quite  clear  to  you.  For  my  own  part  I  think,  that  it  is  a  very 
wrong  thing  for  strangers  going  into  a  large  city  or  town,  and  per- 
haps having  a  crowd  to  press  through,  to  stop  looking  about  them. 
Some  object  that  did  not  really  concern  them,  would  be  likely  to 
catch  their  attention,  and  they  would  be  in  danger  of  losing  their 
way  ;  and  I  cannot  but  say  that  the  person  mentioned  above  was 
wise  in  the  way  he  acted,  and  that  his  example  was  worth  copying, 
and  I  am  glad  that  I  have  taken  a  leaf  out  of  his  book,  i.e.,  to  look 
up,  for  if  I  had  spent  all  my  time  looking  about  me,  and  looking 
down  towards  the  ground,  alas,  where  should  I  now  be  when  there 
are  so  many  looking  up  to  me,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  satisfy 
them.  And  now  that  perilous  times  are  come,  (see  2  Timothy  iii., 
I.)  men  are  such  lovers  of  their  ownselves  as  to  be  drawing  ?iahiral 
inferences  from  spiritual  things  ;  for  every  man  that  is  a  lover  of 
his  ownself,  will  have  his  natural  wits  about  him,  and  he  will  look 
about  him  pretty  sharp  in  a  sensible  manner,  and  there  is  no  sen- 
sible person  but  would  do  just  as  you  have  done,  with  respect 
to  the  circumstance  you  mention ;  "  Four  Shilohites  Dead  with 
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Cholera,"  and  Zion  says  in  his  book  (the  Creation  of  Adam)  page 
5,  "  The  faUing  sickness  is  come,  and  it  will  surely  be  the  means 
of  breaking  their  association  in  craft  and  delusion,  (meaning  men's 
agreement  to  resist  the  truth.)  Noah  now  by  faith  moved  with 
fear,  hath  prepared  an  Ark  to  the  saving  of  his  house  ;  and  this 
Ark  is  nothing  else,  as  you  know,  but  the  revelation  of  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  out  of  this  Ark  there  will  be  no  safety  from  Cholera 
Morbus,  or  any  other  plague  that  God  will  send  upon  the  enemies 
of  his  kingdom,  that  they  may  be  compelled  to  give  up  to  God, 
and  become  friends,  for  in  God's  punishments  is  mercy,  &c.,  &c." 
What  inference  could  any  man  of  sense  draw  from  the  above  words, 
but  as  you  have  done,  for  men  of  sense  do  draw  natural  inferences 
from  all  the  word  ot  God  ;  and  I  confess  it  is  very  sensible  of  them 
and  wonderful  things  their  natural  inference  has  done  for  them. 
See  what  a  stately  religion  they  have  got  built  up  by  drawing  natural 
inferences  from  the  word.  What  man  having  sound  sense  in  his 
head — that  when  the  Bible  says  that  the  Devil  took  Jesus  up  into 
an  high  mountain  and  miraculously  opened  the  eyes  of  the  Saviour, 
so  that  he  could  see  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  in  a  moment 
of  time,  and  then,  after  that,  to  take  him  up,  and  fly  away  with  him 
to  Jerusalem,  and  set  him  upon  a  Pinnacle  of  the  Temple — would 
not  draw  the  natural  inference  that  this  was  really  done.  Certainly: 
and  it  must  be  allowed  by  every  sensible  person,  that  the  Devil 
performed  here,  one  of  the  greatest  miracles  that  ever  was  per- 
formed on  earth,  even  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  very  Saviour  of  the 
world,  to  shew  him  what  he  never  saw  before.  What  a  wonderful 
Devil  !  yet  this  must  be  the  natural  inference  that  must  be  drawn 
from  the  words,  viz.,  that  the  thing  was  certainly  done  by  the 
Devil,  and  this  miracle  was  performed  by  him,  however  unwilling 
they  may  be  to  ascribe  a  miracle  to  him,  yet  this  cannot  be  denied 
by  men  of  sense  who  believe  in  a  sensible  and  rational  way,  as  all 
good  people  do. 

"  Yes,  but  Mr.  Zion,  suppose  that  we  admit  the  above  to  be  but 
a  parable,  and  that  with  respect  to  this  and  to  many  other  things 
in  scripture,  we  get  so  far  above  mere  sense  as  to  admit,  and  be- 
lieve them  in  a  spiritual  way,  yet  we  do  not  admit  you  to  speak 
parables.  Therefore  the  natural  inference  we  draw  from  your  words, 
is  that  none  of  the  believers  are  to  die  with  the  cholera  morbus, 
safety  they  are  to  find  in  the  ark  from  the  disease.  This  is  the 
natural  inference  we  draw  !"  I  see  it  is,  my  brother  !  the  natural 
inference,  and  ?ioihing  else,  for  mere  sense  is  a  Peeper  only,  and  he 
draws  ?iatural  inferences.  But  Shiloh  is  a  man  made  spiritual, 
and  he  draws  spiritual  inferences,  because  he  lives  above  sense,  he 
is  risen  above  all  sensibility,  and  lives  in  the  world  of  spirits.  And 
now  he  informs  you  that  a  Shilohite  never  has  died  with  the 
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cholera  morbus,  no  not  one,  nor  ever  \vill,  and  I  am  sure  that 
Zion  will  not  die  with  it,  for  a  man  cannot  die  but  once.  And 
as  to  breaking  up  our  little  association,  this  is  a  natural  inference 
indeed,  and  a  familiar  spirit,  and  a  mere  peeper,  and  these  spirits 
will  surely  say  of  me.  Doth  he  not  speak  parables  ?  See  Ezekiel 
XX.,  49.  Yes,  1  do  speak  parables  sometimes,  and  the  very  part 
you  allude  to  in  the  Book,  was  a  Parable,  and  it  has  served  the 
end  for  which  it  was  given,  and  it  will  yet  go  on  to  do  it  more, 
viz.,  to  catch  the  peepers,  and  familiar  spirits.  Oh  !  say  they, 
here  is  safety  from  the  cholera  morbus  promised  in  Zion's  writings : 
this  is  a  good  thing,  I'll  have  a  peep  into  this,  for  if  I  can  have 
long  life  on  the  earth,  by  joining  the  visitation,  I'll  have  no  objec- 
tion to  be  a  Shilohite."  This  is  the  mind  of  the  familiar  spirits, 
and  by  the  words  standing  as  they  do  in  the  book,  they  are  de- 
tected ;  and  from  the  circumstance  that  has  occured  of  four  per- 
sons (believers)  dying  with  the  disease  called  cholera  morbus,  the 
familiar  spirits  shew  themselves,  and  the  lovers  of  their  ownselves 
make  their  appearance.  "  The  natural  inference  I  draw  from  the 
words  in  Zion's  Book,  is,  "say  they,"  that  there  would  be  safety  from 
the  cholera,  and  now  that  I  don't  see  this,  my  ship  is  nearly  sink- 
ing, for  there  is  a  downright  negative  given  to  Zion's  affirmative, 
viz.,  that  there  would  be  safety  in  the  Ark  of  the  new  covenant  from 
this,  or  any  other  disease  that  might  come." 

Now  if  you  had  looked  well  into  the  house,  and  not  just  peeped 
through  the  keyhole,  you  would  have  seen  that  it  is  foretold  how 
the  people  would  be,  at  the  first  beginning  of  the  kingdom  of  peace 
on  earth,  looking  for  miracles  to  be  performed  for  them  in  outward 
things.  No,  no,  you  are  told  that  while  there  are  national  calami- 
ties, the  believers  would  have  to  suffer  for  a  while.  It  is  not 
consistent  with  the  wisdom  of  God,  as  yet,  to  shew  that  distinction 
between  his  that  serve  him  in  spirit,  and  those  that  do  not,  for  God 
must  be  seen  to  be  impartial  in  his  dealings  to  all  mankind,  and 
the  world  must  see  that  God  has  a  people  that  will  follow  him  for 
the  sake  of  spiritual  blessings  only,  without  any  hopes  of  protection 
from  diseases,  or  from  the  calamities  that  commonly  occur  in  the 
world. 

Yourself  and  all  others  that  enter  into  the  work,  must  be  well 
tried  and  proved  in  this  respect,  that  you  may  know  in  your  own 
self,  and  be  a  witness  to  yourself,  having  an  inward  decisive  testi- 
mony, that  it  is  spiritual  and  eternal  blessings  that  you  set  your 
affections  upon.  If  there  were  any  distinction  to  be  made  as  yet, 
why  have  my  enemies  the  power  to  confine  me,  and  why  am  I 
subject  to  illness  ;  and  if  such  distinctions  were  to  be  made  at  the 
present  time,  it  would  defeat  God's  purpose,  (speaking  after  the 
manner  of  men)  for  if  God  was  to  shine  forth  visibly  in  all  his 
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power  and  glory  upon  his  people  at  the  present  time,  there  would 
then  be  no  persecution,  and  the  pride  and  arrogance  of  man  could 
not  be  detected,  i.e.  man  would  not  see  himself  in  his  leal  colours. 

Man  has  boasted  what  a  sensible  and  intelligent  being  he  is. 
O,  he  knows  everything,  he  is  a  very  God  in  his  own  estimation, 
but  God  is  taking  a  method  now  to  prove  to  man  that  man  is 
dead  to  knowledge,  with  all  his  boasted  wisdom.  Do  you  think 
that  the  world  would  persecute  me,  if  they  did  know  indeed  that 
the  Lord  was  here  ?  no  they  would  not,  no  more  than  you  would 
yourself ;  so  the  Lord  must  appear  in  this  disguise,  he  must  be  in 
the  base  shape  of  man,  and  subject  to  every  inconvenience  as  all 
the  world  are ;  and  also  those  that  follow  him — for  the  sake  of 
those  that  do  now  believe,  and  for  their  sakes  that  do  not  yet 
believe.  But  when  the  complete  winding  up  comes,  great  indeed 
will  be  the  happiness  of  those  who  were  persuaded  to  salvation, 
and  followed  the  Lord  while  he  appeared,  as  it  were,  in  vile 
raiment,  and  were  not  ashamed  of  his  chain,  /.d,  of  his  word  of 
wisdom  that  links  the  Scriptures  together  so  exactly  ;  these  are  the 
House  of  Onesiphorus  tor  whom  the  spirit  prays  in  2,  Timothy  i., 
16,  17,  18.  The  word  Onesiphorus  signifies,  bringing  profit,  and 
he  stands  for  the  first-born,  by  whom  comes  the  profitable  word  ; 
and  himself  is  exalted  and  praised,  because  he  sought  the  Lord 
dilligently  when  he  was  at  Rome  till  he  found  him,  and  was  not 
ashamed -of  his  chain,  (for  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  passage.) 
And  then  the  spirit  prays  that  Onesiphorus's  household  might  have 
mercy  ;  to  shew  that  those  that  follow  the  Lord,  while  as  yet  there 
are  no  visible  signs  of  power  or. glory  outwardly,  but  everything 
going  on  as  usual,  only  an  inward  and  intellectual  sweetness  in  the 
opening  of  the  sealed  up  book  of  the  mystery  of  Christ  ;  that  these 
are  peculiarly  the  blessed  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly 
places  in  Christ  Jesus,  they  are  the  peculiar  gifts  and  crown  of 
rejoicing  to  Onesiphorus.  For  although  God  is  the  Saviour  of  all 
men,  yet  he  is  the  especial  Saviour  of  those  that  believe.  Yes,  of 
those  that  believe,  and  do  not  see  miracles  performed  outwardly, 
but  do  know  the  bridegroom's  voice,  and  hearing  his  voice  they 
follow  him,  delighting  in  the  sound  thereof,  because  it  speaks  peace 
and  love.  O  if  the  Lord  was  now  by  his  creature,  to  perform 
miracles,  and  do  those  things  which  the  people  think  he  ought  to 
do,  what  multitudes  he  would  have  running  after  him.  "  O,"  say 
they,  "  what  a  wonderful  man  is  come,  he  does  this,  and  he  does 
that" — and  all  the  nation  would  believe  then.  But  what  would 
they  all  be,  why  mere  peepers  ;  for  all  the  miracles  would  not 
convert  one  of  them,  would  not  convey  to  their  minds  one  point 
of  Divine  knowledge,  and  they  would  be  so  ignorant  as  to  worship 
me  instead  of  the  eternal  wisdom  ;  and  would  this  be  following 
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the  Lord  in  the  regeneration,  when  the  Son  ot  man  was  Hfted  up  ? 
or  in  other  words  when  Zion  should  be  redeemed  with  judgments. 
Oh,  no,  this  would  be  following  him  for  the  loaves  and  fishes,  for 
they  would  eat  and  be  filled  with  the  novelty,  and  it  would  be  as 
a  nine  day's  wonder,  and  hardly  that,  and  they  would  soon  hunger 
again.  But  whoso  eateth  of  the  bread,  that  the  Lord  is  now  giving, 
viz.,  wisdom,  shall  never  hunger,  for  they  are  those  that  follow 
Christ  in  the  regeneration,  now  that  the  Son  of  man  is  lifted  up. 
Let  wisdom's  breast  satisfy  thee  at  all  times,  my  son,  and  be  thou 
always  ravished  with  her  love  ;  and  when  that  full  mercy  comes  to 
Onesiphorus,  mentioned  in  the  eighteenth  verse,  of  the  before- 
named  chapter,  which  is  sure  and  certain,  as  there  is  a  God,  then 
will  the  household  of  Onesiphorus  have  the  same  with  him,  because 
our  testimony  was  believed  among  you  in  that  day,  or  (ye  believed 
into  the  day  of  Christ),  ye  came  by  our  testimony,  out  of  the  dark- 
ness, and  night  of  idolatry,  into  the  day  or  light  of  the  word.  For 
Onesiphorus  will  never  be  forgotten  of  God,  no,  that  cannot  be,  he 
must  find  that  mercy  there  prayed  for,  at  the  grand  winding  up, 
which  is  not  far  distant.  For  though  it  is  put  in  the  shape  of  a 
prayer,  yet  it  is  the  promise  of  God  to  Zion,  who  is  the  real 
Onesiphorus,  by  means  of  the  spirit.  He  sought  me  out  diligently 
(saith  the  spirit),  when  he  was  at  Rome,  till  he  found,  N.B.  The 
natural  inference  that  a  man  of  mere  sense  would  draw  from  this, 
is  that  it  was  Paul's  prayer  for  some  man  in  those  days  that  was 
kind  to  him,  but  they  forget  the  word  "  In  that  day."  But  God  is 
wise  and  has  hid  these  things  from  the  natural  man,  and  so  he  only 
can  draw  the  natural  inference.  . 

"  And  in  how  many  things  he  ministered  unto  me  at  Ephesus 
thou  knowest  very  well."  N.B. — Rome,  in  the  spiritual  world, 
signifies  a  state  of  confusion,  Babel,  and  this  makes  those  that  are 
not  in  the  secret  (that  are  not  fellow-crafts  with  us),  say  in  their 
explanations  on  scripture  so  much  against  Rome,  and  the  Roman 
CathoHc  Church,  thinking  that  the  threatenings  in  Scripture  are 
standing  against  them,  while  the  Protestants  are  quite  safe.  TMs 
is  the  effect  of  natu7'al  i?ifereTice :  whereas  it  is  not  Rome,  nor  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  is  meant,  but  the  evil  Babylon,  the  very 
head  power  of  evil,  that  was  in  the  due  time  to  make  its  appearance 
in  the  vessel  appointed  of  God,  where  and  in  whom  it  was  to 
receive  its  overthrow. 

N.B. — Paul,  in  the  first  sense,  is  the  Son  of  God,  the  invisible 
nian  who  was  to  be  united  to  the  human  nature.  Paul  was 
hindered  by  Satan  from  coming  to  the  Romans.  Read  it  thus. 
Satan,  the  power  of  darkness,  stood  in  the  way  as  an  adversary,  to 
prevent  the  union  of  the  divinity  and  the  humanity,  Paul  must 
appear  before  Caesar — understand  it  thus  :  the  marvellous  coming 
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of  the  Lord;  and  the  dooi'  of  the  mystery  of  Christ  must  be  opened 
in  the  humanity  before  Satan's  power  could  be  cast  down,  and  all 
his  murders  found  out.  Caesar  must  have  his  due,  he  must 
have  the  Promise,  Christ,  and  God  must  have  that  that  belonged  to 
him,  viz.,  Man,  for  his  own  possession.  Therefore  'tis  written, 
"  Render  therefore  unto  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's,  and 
unto  God  the  things  that  are  God's."  This  you  will  find  beauti- 
fully represented  in  a  Parable,  in  the  Book  of  J.  Southcott's  called. 
An  Account  of  the  Trials  on  Bills  of  Exchange,  page  20  and  21. 
'I'lie  dog  Caesar  in  this  Parable,  was  in  the  possession  of  a 
murderer,  though  he  was  not  the  real  property  of  the  murderer. 
This  murderer  taught  the  dog  to  drag  the  guests  that  the 
murderer  entertained  at  his  house,  into  the  fish  pond,  and  then  he 
got  their  property ;  thus  the  innocent  dog  was  made  a  tool  in  the 
hand  of  the  murderer,  till  on  a  time,  the  dog's  former  master  came 
to  the  house  and  was  entertained,  and  after  dinner  was  invited  to 
see  the  fish-pond,  as  all  others  ;  the  murderer  called  Caesar  as 
usual,  and  the  dog  was  going  to  seize  his  former  master  to  drag 
him  into  the  pond,  not  knowing  him,  until  the  gentleman  spoke, 
and  said,  "  What  Caesar,  don't  you  know  me  ?"  the  dog  imme- 
diately knew  his  real  master,  and  turned  on  the  murderer  and 
diagged  him  into  the  pond  and  drowned  him,  and  then  all  the 
murders  that  were  done  were  discovered. 

The  dog  Caesar  represents  the  human  creatin  e,  who  was  the  real 
property  of  God,  but  fell  into  the  hands  of  another  master — the 
devil,  through  ignorance,  and  was  his  servant,  thinking  he  was 
doing  right,  till  he  hears  the  voice  of  his  rightful  master — God, 
and  then  he  turns  against  the  adversary,  and  he  becomes  the 
instrument  of  his  destruction,  and  the  betrayer  of  the  bretrayer. 

I  mention  these  things  to  shew  you  how  the  word  stands,  as  I 
have  to  speak  of  the  falling  sickness  being  among  the  Romans. 
Therefore  Onesiphorus  being  at  Rome,  and  searching  Paul  out  till 
he  found  him,  shews  you  Zion's  former  state,  and  how  he  pressed 
through  all  difficulties,  being  crossed  in  every  thought  and  act,  and 
filled  with  confusion,  and  the  more  he  was  confused  and  puzzled 
in  mind,  and  thwarted  and  cut  down  and  disappointed,  and  the 
word  condemning  him,  and  seeming  to  be  cursed  of  God,  and 
forsaken  by  men,  yet  the  more  he  sought  him,  till  he  found  him. 
And  these  things  are  said  entirely  for  your  encouragement,  and 
that  you  may  bear  a  little  of  the  same,  which  you  must  do  and  not 
repine,  but  know  that  God  is  faithful  in  the  end,  though  he  may 
cross  you  in  a  thousand  things  for  a  time.  Thus  you  must  walk, 
if  you  will  be  of  the  household  of  Onesiphorus,  and  enjoy  the 
promised  blessing.  The  Lord  give  mercy  to  the  house  of 
Onesiphorus,  for  he  oft  refreshed  me,  and  was  not  ashamed  of  my 
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chain,'""  he  entertained  me,  he  made  much  of  me,  and  he 
dehghted  only  in  the  knowledge  of  my  word,  which  he  wished 
above  all  things  to  have;  he  sought  me,  going  through  all  perils, 
even  in  Rome,  in  the  great  Babel  of  the  world,  he  sought  me  out 
diligently. ^ — And  in  how  many  things  he  ministered  unto  me  at 
Ephesus,  thou  knowest  very  well"  ;  this  means  the  same  thing. 
You  know  at  Ephesus  the  people  worshipped  Diana,  "  Great  is 
Diana  of  the  Ephesians,"  i.e.,  great  is  our  moonHght  wisdom,  for 
Diana  is  the  moon,  and  men  think  that  their  moonlight  wisdom  on 
the  Scriptures  is  the  gospel  day,  and  as  such  they  set  it  forth. 
Great  is  our  religion,  who  shall  dare  speak  against  the  great  Diana? 
the  image  that  fell  down  from  Jupiter  !  i.e.,  it  is  set  up  by  man's 
natural  understanding  (for  the  place  of  the  planet  Jupiter  is  in 
man's  brain).  But  while  Onesiphorus  was  in  this  confused  Ephesus, 
he  was  visited  of  the  Lord,  and  was  the  only  one,  or  the  one  that 
chiefly  ministered  unto  him,  entertaining  him,  and  hearing  and 
receiving  his  commands  ;  with  him  the  spirit  could  be  refreshed  and 
was  comforted.  The  word  Ephesus  signifies  desirable,  and  in  this 
stands  the  whole  mystery.  God  desired  the  enj  oyment  of  his  creature, 
and  man  desired  the  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  God,  and  the 
desire  was  an  attraction,  and  a  drawing  virtue,  which  must  end  in 
union. 

Now  you  see  who  Onesiphorus  is,  and  who  are  his  household, 
and  that  they  are  both  prayed  for,  as  another  Scripture  says, 

Neither  pray  I  for  these  alone,  but  for  all  that  shall  believe  in 
me  through  their  word,"  which  is  the  same  thing. 

The  believers  therefore,  at  the  present  time  are  the  household 
of  Onesiphorus,  that  are  called  for  a  time  to  go  in  the  way  that 
Onesiphorus  did,  to  obtain  the  kingdom.  He  himself  had  no 
visible  signs  whereby  he  might  beUeve  and  be  strenghened,  but 
had  everything  against  him  in  the  gixat  Babel  ;  but  he  judged  God 
to  be  faithful,  and  that  his  power  was  equal  to  his  goodness,  and 
faithfulness,  and  so  he  followed  on,  going  through  evil  and  through 
good  report,  until  he  received  the  end  of  his  faith,  i.e.,  "  the  spirit 
is  saved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus." 

Can  you  not  then  bear  to  be  crossed  a  little,  can  you  not  bear  for 
the  Lord  to  tell  you  one  thi?ig  lulule  he  means  another,  that  you  7night 
he  brought  to  judgment,  aiid  the  evil  be  draum  out  of  you  ?  We 
should  not  have  caught  you,  if  the  words  had  not  been  so  placed 
as  that  you  should  think,  that  it  was  the  temporal  disease  that  was 
meant. 

Now,  supposing  the  literal  record  for  a  moment,  why  could  not 
the  Lord  say  (when  he  was  crossing  the  water  with  his  disciples) 
"  Beware  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Pharisees,"  what  business  had  he 
to  say  beware  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees  ?  what  did  he  say  this 
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for  ?  had  he  spoken  plainly  we  could  have  understood  him  ;  but  we 
thought  of  course  that  he  meant  about  bread  !  But  had  he  done  as 
they  wished,  their  darkness  would  not  have  been  discovered  to 
themselves,  and  they  would  not  have  been  brought  to  spiritual 
understanding,  and  to  understand  the  speech  of  the  spiritual  man. 
"  In  vain  is  the  net  set  in  the  sight  of  a  bird," — So  our  saying  that 
the  Shilohites  need  not  be  afraid  of  the  cholera  morbus,  was  a  net 
to  catch  those  spirits  that  were  looking  more  about  them,  than 
upward  into  the  spiritual  light  and  knowledge,  and  love  of  God, 
c:!d  yoii  viust  bear  to  come  Ofi  the  cross  if  you  will  become  spiritual,  or 
hury  your  father. 

But  you  will  say,  Zion,  we  did  not  expect  you  to  speak  in  any 
ambiguous  way.  No,  nor  I  do  not,  when  the  right  time  comes 
for  a  thing  to  be  opened.  But  the  Lord  knows  that  there  are  many 
spirits  among  the  people  that  are  impure,  and  that  are  too  much 
in  the  love  of  self,  and  that  are  yet,  but  in  part,  on  the  Lord's  side 
truly,  to  love  him  for  spiritual  and  intellectual  light  only,  which  is 
eternal  life,  and  the  beginning  of  that  life  that  can  never  die  ;  for 
it  is  the  inward  and  invisible  man  that  is  the  real  man,  and  of  him 
it  is  said,  he  that  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die,  i.e.,  he  that 
becomes  spiritual,  for  Jesus  Christ  is  nothing  but  man  made 
spiritual,  and  to  believe  in  him  is  to  become  what  the  Son  of  God 
is,  to  have  the  spiritual  life,  and  that  life  is  God,  and  groweth  to 
infinity  of  glory  and  virtue.     But  more  about  this  another  time. 

Now  you  see  that  it  is  said  in  the  5th  page  of  the  book  you 
allude  to,  that  the  falling  sickness  was  among  the  Romans  : — 
Among  them  at  that  time  it  was  more  of  a  mental  affection  than 
of  a  bodily  one.  It  was  a  kind  of  mania  that  used  to  seize  them, 
which  used  to  affect  their  bodies,  and  cause  them  instantly  to  fall 
down,  and  it  used  to  spread  terror  among  the  people  at  any  public 
meeting  where  it  occured,  for  they  thought  that  some  evil  Demon 
from  the  infernal  abodes  had  now  come  on  earth,  and  they  would 
be  so  alarmed  as  to  break  up  their  councils  immediately.  Now 
take  notice  that  I  have  said  that  this  was  a  type  of  the  last  days, 
i.e.,  I  mean,  that  it  was  a  type  of  what  came  upon  him  that  was  at 
Rome,  according  to  the  interpretation  already  given  of  Onesiphorus. 
It  was  a  type  of  the  manifestation  of  the  evil  one  that  caused  the 
fall  of  man  :  this  is  the  true  Morbus,  and  its  being  at  Rome,  and 
their  breaking  up  the  Comitia  when  it  made  its  appearance,  was 
to  shew  that  the  character  in  whom  the  type  should  be  fulfilled, 
should  give  himseif  up  for  lost,  and  all  his  councils  would  come  to 
nought,  and  be  broken  up  ;  and  so  it  was. — And  remember  that 
whatsoever  happened  afore  time,  was  written  for  our  admonition 
upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come,  (yes,  what  has  hap- 
pened in  all  countries,  as  well  as  what  is  recorded  in  scripture,)  for 
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the  providence  of  God,  had  always  an  eye  to  the  end.  Now  the 
word  of  wnsdorn,  the  spiritual  light,  that  now  appears,  is  a  spi7'itual 
"  Cholera  Morbus  to  the  world,  and  where  it  is  received  it  will 
break  up  their  association  in  craft  and  delusion ;  and  not  one 
Shilohite  has  died  with  it,  unless  it  is  from  their  own  councils.  If 
three  parts  of  the  whole  nation  out  of  the  four  were  to  lie  dead 
with  the  literal  cholera,  it  would  not  make  the  other  part  turn  to 
God  :  it  is  the  word  of  wisdom  that  must  effect  this.  And  not  all 
the  praying  and  fasting  of  clergy  and  people,  can  stop  the  plague, 
i.e.,  the  truth,  which  they  call  blasphemy,  and  it  is  as  a  plague  to  the 
carnal  mind.  But  if  they  wish  to  put  a  stop  to  the  plague,-  and 
know  the  peace  of  God,  they  must  come  into  the  Ark  of  the  new 
covenant,  no  safety  elsewhere. 

And  nov/  I  hope  that  instead  of  a  natural  inference  that  you  will 
draw  the  spiritual.  But  however,  I  cannot  help  remarking,  how 
this  disease  of  the  cholera  (temporal)  has  shown  the  Religious  pro- 
fessors out  ;  only  think,  they  believe  that  they  cannot  go  to  heaven 
till  they  die,  and  that  they  must  die  to  go  to  it ;  but  is  it  not  won- 
derful, to  see  them,  as  soon  as  the  hearse  came  for  them,  so  fright- 
ened that  they  all  began  to  pray  him  off.  Does  not  this  declare 
that  they  do  not  believe  what  they  say,  or  why  should  they  refuse 
the  way  to  go  to  heaven  ?  I  am  sure  you  will  say  it  is  a  proof  that 
they  are  not  satisfied  w^ith  their  belief  of  the  invisible  state,  and  it 
is  very  foolish  of  them  to  wish  to  be  kept  out  of  heaven,  and  to 
cling  so  to  this  life,  as  to  pray  to  God  to  stop  the  very  way  that 
was  making  for  them  to  go,  a  great  many  at  a  time. 

Indeed  the  way  to  heaven  lies  through  death,  therefore  let  not 
the  Shilohites  be  as  foolish  as  those  above  mentioned  ;  meet  death 
v/ith  courage  since  it  is  the  way  to  life,  i.e.,  I  mean  let  the  word  in 
the  spirit  put  the  old  man  of  mere  reason  and  of  mere  nature  on 
the  cross,  that  the  old  man  might  be  crucified,  that  the  body  of  sin 
might  be  destroyed,  that  henceforth  you  may  not  serve  sin,  nor  be 
subject  to  draw  ?iatural  inferences. 

Let  human  wisdom  on  the  word  and  ways  of  God  die  ;  and  let 
spiritual  understanding  reign  Royal  in  judgment ;  and  no  man  can 
stand  Royal  (according  to  the  meaning  of  the  spirit,)  till  he  has 
his  own  reason  taken  away,  and  becomes  spiritual,  and  to  become 
so,  is  to  become  a  fool  in  the  world's  eyes.  "  But  if  any  man  will 
be  wise  in  this  world,  i.e.,  (in  the  spiritual  world,)  let  him  become 
a  fool,  that  he  may  be  wise."    i  Cor.  iii.,  18. 

Now  before  I  conclude  I  must  remark  further  :  I  have  shewn 
you  the  house  of  Onesiphorus,  and  the  mercy  promised  them,  and 
I  have  said  that  the  Lord  must  be  in  disguise  as  he  now  is,  for  a 
while,  and  no  distinction  made  as  to  outward  things,  no  respect 
(seemingly)  paid  to  us  by  God,  more  than  to  others  : — For  your 
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sakes  first,  that  your  faith  might  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  men, 
(or  by  means  of  outward  things  being  done,  by  God  displaying  his 
power  in  that  way,)  but  by  the  power  of  God,  in  knowledge, 
righteousness  and  true  holiness  :  this  will  be  a  heaven  of  heavens 
to  those  that  follow  the  shepherd  for  the  charms  of  his  voice,  only, 
and  to  enjoy  his  life  ;  believing  while  (as  it  were)  they  see  not. 
They  will  be  blest  with  Onesiphorus,  this  faith  is  "  the  first  fruits 
of  Achaia,  unto  Christ."  Romans  xvi.,  5.  But  those  that  do  not 
believe  will  persecute,  because  they  think  that  it  is  an  impostor,  or 
an  enthusiast  is  here,  and  they  are  so  headstrong  in  their  own  ways, 
and  so  full  of  the  falsehood,  that  they  will  not  even  search  to 
know  whether  the  report  they  hear  reported,  be  true  or  not,  and  in 
their  self  confidence  they  go  on,  puffing  themselves  up  with  the 
thought  that  they  know  all  about  Christ,  so  they  believe  not  that 
he  is  now  on  the  earth  in  disguise  ;  but  they  will  be  convinced  that 
they  have  persecuted  and  illused  the  Lord.  Now  if  the  Lord  did 
not  thus  appear,  in,  as  I  before  said,  the  base  shape  .of  Man,  how 
was  their  wisdom  to  be  betrayed,  and  their  boasted  profession  of 
scriptural,  and  evangelical  knowledge  brought  to  judgment,  and 
they  convinced  that  they  know  nothing  ; — for  the  Lord  is  here,  as 
the  scriptures  have  said,  and  they  know  him  not,  and  that  course 
is  being  adopted  that  will  yet  bring  them  to  it. 

From  Zion,  the  Church  of  the  Living  God. 
Dear  Charles,  I  have  not  the  most  distant  thought  that  you 
would  wish  to  hurt  my  mind,  no,  by  no  means,  but  I  do  mean  to 
hurt  yours  my  Lad.  A  pretty  return  you  will  say,  well,  will  you 
be  offended?  God  forbid.  ''  Great  peace  have  they  that  love 
thy  law,  and  nothing  shall  offend  them."  But  I  rejoice  that  I  have 
an  honest  brother  that  tells  his  mind  outright,  and  I  am  ready 
Dear  Charles  to  answer  whatever  question  may  be  put  to  me.  I 
do  nothing  in  a  dark  corner,  and  therefore  am  not  ashamed,  and  I 
would  choose  to  remain  in  this  prison  upon  water  gruel  all  my  life 
than  I  would  please  man  unlawfully,  or  utter  a  word  that  was  not 
the  truth.  And  when  that  Wizard,  that  internal  peeper,  that 
familiar  spirit  comes  to  you  again,  and  says,  "  Four  are  dead  :  all 
may  die  :  Zion  may  die  :  our  little  association  may  be  broken  up, 
by  the  cholera,  or  some  such  thing."  Tell  him  his  time  is  come, 
to  depart  into  his  own  black  regions,  and  no  more  to  follow  his 
trade  of  peeping,  for  soon  he  will  be  so  shut  up,  and  closed  in  that 
he  will  not  have  a  hole  to  peep  out  at. 

^'f  •>(■  if-  -'r 

I  set  no  value  upon  the  talent  or  abilities  of  any  man,  however 
splendid  they  may  appear,  unless  he  walks  in  love.  Love  is  more 
excellent  than  shining  talents,  they  are  but  a  meteor  that  makes  a 
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great  blaze  for  a  little,  but  will  vanish  in  air.  I  wish  not  to  stop 
Mr.  S.  in  his  progress,  but  if  he  is  ashamed  to  acknowledge  the 
servant  of  God,  who  went  through  fire  and  through  water  to  obtain 
the  noble  pearl  (Divinity),  I  am  ashamed  of  him;  and  he  will 
find  that  the  end  of  such  conduct  will  not  be  blessed. 

There  is  a  great  deception  in  human  learning,  those  that  have 
it  are  deceived  by  it,  and  those  that  hear  it  likewise.  But  could 
human  learning  find  out  the  depth  of  God's  word  ?  No,  with  all 
its  power,  and  all  its  glare.  But  should  the  truth  be  embraced  in 
love  and  humility^  where  shining  natural  talent  is,  then  such  can 
more  largely  set  forth  the  word  to  the  honor  of  God.  It  is  the 
will  of  God  that  all  believers  join  the  Standard,  and,  with  respect  to 
the  meaning  of  the  word,  receive  the  truth  therefrom.  But  for  a 
man  to  pick  up  a  few  truths,  and  go  and  trifle  with  them,  and  add 
to  them  a  heap  of  human  skill,  to  make  them  go  down  well  with 
the  worldly  spirits,  such  a  spirit  is  not  right  as  yet.  What  would 
be  the  consequence  if  different  factions  are  made,  and  the  people 
refuse  to  be  subject  to  one  head — I  mean,  the  Spirit  of  Truth-  -- 
why  confusion  must  ensue.  I  am  glad  if  Mr.  S.,  or  any,  preaches 
the  doctrine  of  Zion,  but  it  will  be  a  mixed  mess  of  pottage,  if  they 
do  not  see  how  the  word  is  fulfilled  in  God's  appointed  vessel. 
Does  not  the  Scripture  say,  that  if  a  man  understand  all  mysteries, 
yet  if  he  has  not  charity,  he  is  as  sounding  brass,  and  as  a  tinkling 
cymbal.  And  this  Scripture  teaches  us  that  a  man  may  possess 
varied  knowledge,  and  yet  be  destitute  of  Divine  Love,  and 
humble  wisdom  ;  for  wisdom —  true  wisdom,  Is  a  humble  and  a 
loving  spirit,  and  it  lionours  those  that  are  called  of  God,  according 
to  his  purpose.  ^  *      •  * 
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TO  C,   BRADLEY,  JUNR. 


To  have  a  certain  criterion  by  which  we  can  judge  rightly 
in  any  matter/ is  a  very  pleasant  and  a  very  valuable  thing,  and 
it  becomes  the  more  so  according  to  the  importance  of  the  subject 
upon  which  we  might  be  called  to  give  our  judgment.  If  the 
subject  respects  God  and  his  truth,  it  is  of  infinite  importance  ; 
and,  if  it  respects  all  the  race  of  mankind,  including  ourselves,  if 
our  happiness  or  discomfort  is  involved  in  the  decision,  and  that 
one  or  the  other  of  these  must  be  established,  and  the  other  finally 
done  with,  by  the  decision,  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  us. 
Therefore  in  all  things,  in  my  opinion,  a  criterion  to  go  by,  a  just 
criterion,  is  an  excellent  thing. 

You  know,  Dear  Charles,  we  profess  to  be  Reformers,  not  Rebels 
against  our  King,  nor  against  oiw  Government  :  such  ideas  of 
Reformation,  both  myself  and  you  discard,  as  not  worthy  of  a 
place  in  our  vocabulary.  Let  the  King  live  I  say ;  and  I  am  sure 
you  heartily  respond  to  it :  and  *'our  Government,  let  it  prosper  ! 
Amen,  you  will  say,  I  know,  and  so  will  all  true  Shilohites.  Why 
then  we  are  loyal  subjects,  and  we  reform  upon  Bible  principles. 
x\nd  now  let  me  tell  you  how  you  will  know  a  true  Reformer,  and 
make  no  mistake,  and  this  is  no  trivial  matter  to  form  a  judgment 
upon ;  and  if  you  could  guess  the  pains  that  it  cost  your  humble 
friend  and  willing  servant,  to  get  hold  of  this  criterion  that  I  am  going 
to  tell  you  of,  and  the  distance  I  had  to  go  to  fetch  it,  and  introduce 
it  into  this  country,  you  would  say  it  was  worth  something;  for  it  was 
not  in  this  world  that  I  got  it,  neither  was  it  by  the  pains,  that  this 
world  call  pains,  that  I  obtained  it.  I  had  to  go  downunderthe  globe 
for  it,  simple  as  it  might  seem,  and  had  to  wander  from  sea  to  sea, 
and  to  be  slung  from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other,  and  many 
more  things  which  I  cannot  tell  you  in  this  letter. 

The  being  they  call  man,  you  know,  is,  naturally,  a  selfish  being, 
and  it  is  quite  common  to  hear  him  say,  "  Self-preservation  is  the 
first  law  of  nature."  Certainly  it  is  so ;  and  this  is  the  principle  of 
all  the  old  world.    But  we  reformers,  reform  from  that  principle, 
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to  follow  the  example  of  him  of  whom  it  is  said — Luke  xix.,  lo. 
"  The  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was 
lost."  And  again  it  is  said  of  him,  Matthew  xxvii.,  42.  "  He  saved 
others,  himself  he  cannot  save."  Well,  and  must  not  we  try  to 
save  ourselves  ?  it  might  be  asked,  O  Dear  Charles,  no  !  that  is 
the  mere  law  of  nature,  and  no  more ;  Reformers  must  reform 
from  such  meanness,  and  Irom  such  selfishness  ;  and  you  know 
it  is  written,  Luke  xvii.,  33,  "  He  that  would  save  his  life,  shall 
lose  it."  Were  you  to  go  among  a  sect  of  religious  people  called 
Ranters,  you  would  frequently  hear  them  express  the  feelings  and 
sentiments  of  all  the  world,  such  as  this,  "  O  Lord,  what  shall  I  do 
to  be  saved,  O  how  shall  I  be  saved,  how  shall  my  poor  soul  be  saved, 
O  I  am  afraid  I  shall  be  lost,  I  am  such  a  wicked  sinner,  O  Lord 
save  me  !  "  Well  this  is  quite  natural,  it  is  the  law  of  nature. 
But  such  a  man  is  no  reformer,  no,  nor  is  he  reformed.  I  would 
ask  him,  why,  what's  the  matter  my  friend  ?  he  would  answer, 
why  I  am  afraid  I  shan't  be  saved.  This  is  the  cry,  self  is  all. 
Well,  it  might  be  said,  is  it  not  natural  that  we  should  all  seek  to 
be  saved  ?  Yes  I  say,  it  is  quite  natural^  for  it  is  for  this  we  read 
and  pray,  and  go  to  a  place  of  worship  on  a  Sunday,-  and  all  that 
we  do  is  to  try  to  be  saved,  and  that  our  souls  may  be  happy.  I 
know  you  do,  and  it  is  quite  natural,  but  you  have  no  occasion  to 
be  afraid  at  all  about  it,  you  will  sure  to  be  all  right.  Some  place 
will  be  found  to  save  you  in  when  you  die,  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  about  that,  there's  room  for  you  in  the  place  appointed 
for  you,  as  well  as  for  all  others.  You  will  save  yourself  I'll  be 
bound,  while  you  live,  for  it  is  the  law  of  Nature  to  save  yourself 
as  well  as  you  can,  and  then  when  you  die,  somebody  will  put  you 
in  a  place  of  safety. 

Now  this  is  the  way  that  I  should  speak  to  the  Ranters,  but 
especially  to  their  foolish  leaders,  who  terrify  the  poor  people  so 
about  the  salvation  of  their  never-dying  souls,  as  they  gravely  say. 
Now  see  the  Church  of  England  people,  they  go  to  their  church 
and  conduct  themselves  orderly  and  quiet,  and  I'll  be  bound 
they'll  be  saved  just  as  well  as  those  poor  people  that  are  making 
such  an  ado  about  their  poor  souls.  The  Church  of  England  are 
admirable  for  taking  it  quiet  and  easy :  there's  no  ranting  and 
raving  amongst  them,  and  they  are  very  much  to  be  commended 
for  their  conduct  in  this  respect,  though  of  course  their  object  is 
to  save  their  souls  ;  only  I  say,  they  do  well  not  to  make  such  a 
noise  about  it,  for  they  are  in  as  fair  a  way  as  those  that  do.  But 
it  is  as  I  say,  the  law  of  nature  to  try  to  be  saved,  and  from  time 
immemorial  we  read  in  books  that  the  people  were  all  employed 
in  this  way,  and  seeking  how  they  should  be  saved  ;  that  has  been 
the  main  concern.    Now,  in  the  first  place  I  must  say  that  when 
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you  see  people  so  concerned  as  I  have  described,  all  for  saving 
themselves,  be  assured  that  they  are  no  reformers,  for  you  see  in 
them  the  features  of  all  the  folks  of  all  the  ages  past,  and  evidently 
there  is  no  change,  i hey  are  the  same  spirits,  there  is  no  reformation  ; 
which  you  will  perceive  when  I  shew  you  the  other  part  of  the 
Criterion,  and  both  the  parts  put  together,  I  hope  will  make  the 
matter  plain. 

Now  I  am  avoiding  in  all  I  say  in  this,  what  might  be  called  my 
doctrine,  but  am  merely  writing  a  few  words  of  common  sense, 
and  that  are  perfectly  consonant  with  the  Gospel,  or  with  the 
spirit  that  the  Gospel  inspires,  though  I  admit  that  I  might  have 
ain  odd  way  of  writing  about  it,  yet  I  have  no  wish  to  offend  any 
with  my  doctrine.  But  I  feel  a  pleasure  in  conveying  my  senti- 
ments upon  useful  things  in  a  moderate  way,  and  I  will  be  careful 
to  say  nothing  but  what  I  hope  will  reflect  some  honour  on  the 
Christian  Religion,  and  that  will  prove  good  to  yourself  or  any 
friend  that  may  read  this  letter,  for  I  do  delight  in  Divine  truth, 
God  is  my  witness  that  I  do.  But  now  I  am  going  just  to  show 
the  features  of  a  true  Reformer,  and  then  you  will  always  know 
them  ever  after ;  and  as  there  is  now  such  a  universal  cry  for 
Reform,  I  think  it  but  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  King,  to  the  country, 
and  to  you  all,  to  delineate  this  character,  because  I  am  a  friend 
to  all,  from  the  King  to  the  clown  ;  I  am  an  universal  lover  of 
man,  and  would  do  good  to  all,  though  some  have  handled  me 
roughly,  but  never  mind  that,  they  wont  always  do  so  ;  therefore  I 
mil  pocket  the  affront  and  forgive,  and  you  know  if  I  did  not  for- 
give, there  would  be  no  proof  of  Reformation.  Well,  I  see  you 
Avant  me  to  come  to  the  point.  But  do  not  be  impatient,  it's  a 
coming,  and  so  is  everything  else  a  coming,  and  if  you  scratch 
your  head  again  and  again  over  it  with  impatience,  it  won't  come 
a  bit  faster. 

You  must  now  learn  to  know. 
That  all  things  must  flow. 

In  their  regular  order  and  time, 
For  by  Jove's  firm  decree. 
Things  be,  as  they  be, 

And  no  power  can  alter  the  line. 

It  was  said,  and  'tis  true. 
In  the  time  of  the  Due, 

All  things  that  were  written  should  spring, 
That  the  dew  it  should  fall. 
And  replenish  all, 

And  the  humble  to  happiness  ]>ring. 

u 
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For  the  ground  where  the  seed 
Of  Love 's  sown  indeed, 

Shall  be  nourished  with  dew  from  above  ; 
For  that  seed,  as  a  Gem, 
Is  precious  to  him, 

Whose  nature  and  essence  is  Love. 

Love,  wisdom,  and  truth, 
Are  unknown  to  the  Brute, 

Nor  does  he  aspire  to  that  name, 
But  this  Trio  Divine, 
Form  the  soul  that  is  mine, 

And  my  children  are  made  of  the  same. 

Then  our  nature 's  Divine, 

And  in  Glory  must  shine. 

Our  souls  are  not  made  of  the  dust ; 

Not  formed  ot  the  clod, 

But  our  substance  is  God, 

I  Live,  saith  the  Lord,  and  ye  must. 
How  often  has  it  been,  that  after  the  blood  of  thousands  of 
men  has  been  shed,  in  the  work  of  deposing  one  monarch,  and 
setting  up  another,  overturning  one  Government  and  establishing 
another,  the  people  thinking  that  these  new  ones  would  do  them 
justice,  for  they  made  fair  speeches  against  the  conduct  of  the 
former  governors,  and  plainly  shewed  their  injustice,  and  like 
Absolom,  said,  "Ah,  if  I  were  king,  I  would  do  you  justice."  Well 
the  people  have  been  deceived  by  these  fair  speeches,  but  saw  not, 
nor  suspected  the  object  of  the  individual.  Self  was  all,  although 
it  was  so  deeply  hid  under  a  deceitful  heart  and  a  lying  tongue, 
that  it  was  not  discerned.  The  people  huzza'd,  threw  their  hats  in 
the  air,  and  fell  to  work,  to  put  this  fair  promiser  on  the  throne, 
and  to  have  a  reform ;  the  blood  of  thousands  flowed,  infants 
were  left  fatherless,  and  wives  left  to  be  widows,  but  however  the 
object  was  gained.  But  how  often  has  it  been  the  case,  that 
though  the  former  king  and  rulers  flogged  the  people  with  whijjfe, 
now  by  their  new  choice  they  were  flogged  with  scorpions ;  at 
first  there  were  a  few  changes  made  in  some  things  which  seemed 
to  augur  well  for  a  good  Government,  but  the  presumer  gained 
his  object,  and  soon  he  discovered  a  disposition  worse  than  the 
former,  and  the  people  have  found  all  their  hopes  blasted,  and 
they  were  worse  bound  than  before.  Now  there  are  thousands,  I 
believe,  of  such  leformers  in  this  country  at  this  time,  who  want 
a  reform  without  God.  Him  they  curse,  as  I  say,  and  after  all  their 
talk  of  liberty  and  freedom,  yet  had  such  the  reins  of  Government, 
they  would  treat  the  servants  of  God,  perhaps  worse  than  those  that 
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now  govern  ;  for  I  am  persuaded  that  there  are  those  now  crying 
out  for  change  and  reform,  that  would  not  let  us  mention  the  name 
of  God  or  Jesus  Christ,  and  would  destroy  all  disposition  to 
obedience  to  the  eternal  God  ;  and  whose  object  is  to  crush  every 
religious  and  good  feeling  and  principle,  and  would  burn  the  Bible 
and  us  too,  who  delight  in  its  truth.  I  will  speak  the  truth  on  all 
sides  so  far  as  I  know  it,  and  honest  people  shall  not  be  deceived 
by  any  craft  if  I  can  help  it.  I  shall  always  get  enough  for  this 
body  to  eat  and  to  drink  and  to  clothe  it,  and  I  want  no  more  ; 
my  life  shall  be  spent  in  telling  truth.  I  know  that  I  have  eternal 
life,  and  I  am  set  for  the  defence  of  truth,  and  uprightness,  and 
my  God  will  help  me  to  perform  my  task,  for  I  seek  not  my  own 
honour  or  aggrandisement,  but  His,  neither  am  I  careful  for  what 
anyone  may  say  or  think  of  me,  for  God  is  my  delight,  and  I  am 
his  servant  and  the  servant  of  my  fellow  men,  whom  I  will  do  my 
utmost  to  make  happy,  by  shewing  them  the  true  and  living  way, 
and  in  this  is  the  foundation  of  lasting  reformation ;  and 
though  the  remnant  that  is  left  is  very  small  and  feeble,  yet  the 
little  one  shall  become  a  thousand,  and  the  small  one  a  strong 
nation,  "  I  the  Lord  will  hasten  it,  in  his  time."  God  has  laid  the 
plan  for  the  universal  reformation  of  the  little  world  first,  and  every 
man  is  a  world  ;  let  him  learn  to  govern  his  own  house  well,  by 
God's  plan,  and  be  reformed  within  himself ;  let  him  press  into 
love  and  wisdom,  and  let  him  fight  hard  to  get  that  noble  King 
and  Quee?t  ?,t2X^(i  Qvs.  tJu'OJie  of  his  oiun  heart,  and  let  all  the 
powei's  of  the  nwidht  subject  wnto  them,  being  filled  with  the  joy 
and  peace  that  they  give,  and  so  let  the  kingdom  of  God  be 
within  them.  Then  they  have  the  reformation,  a  kingdom  of  it 
within  themselves ;  let  each  attend  to  this,  and  go  not  off  from  it 
to  look  outward  ;  this  is  the  plan  that  God  has  laid,  and  no  other 
plan  will  succeed,  but  this  plan  will — though  so  Uttle  at  present, 
even  like  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  and  it  may  seem  impossible 
that  it  could  prosper,  because  all  the  other  seeds  that  are  in  the 
earth  seem  so  great  and  powerful  and  opposed  to  it ;  and 
some  are  saying,  what  do  these  feeble  Jews  ?  why  if  a  fox  go  up 
upon  their  stone  wall  it  will  break  down.  But  O  no,  the  founda- 
tion is  laid  by  a  wise  master  builder,  and  let  every  one  build  upon 
it,  and  he  will  raise  a  noble  superstructure,  an  edifice  that  no  wind 
can  shake  or  storms  destroy.  The  man  that  receives  the  divine' 
principle  receives  all  good  in  that  principle  ;  such  a  man  wants  no 
law  written  for  him,  nor  does  there  need  any  terrorism  held  out  to 
him,  to  compel  him  to  do  good.  No,  the  divine  law  is  written  on 
his  heart,  and  he  will,  as  it  were  naturally,  from  the  principle 
wherewith  he  is  principled,  do  good,  although  he  may  several 
times  stumble,  and  seem  to  lose  ground,  because  at  first  the 
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principle  is  small  and  feeble,  and  while  the  principle  of  the  divine 
love  and  wisdom  is  as  it  were  in  its  minority,  many  a  bitter  blast 
may  blow  upon  it,  and  seem  to  cut  off  the  tender  blossom  that 
has  just  put  forth  ;  for  the  good  is  growing  up  like  a  sweet  and 
beautiful  flower  in  a  bed  of  noxious  weeds.  Therefore  every  one 
in  whom  this  sweet  and  lovely  flower  is  putting  itself  forth,  must 
be  careful  to  weed  the  ground,  and  cast  away  those  things  that 
would  hinder  the  growth,  or  adulterate  the  natural  scent  of  the 
flower,  or  mar  its  form,  or  diminish  its  beauty.  Every  man  must 
be,  as  it  were,  a  husbandman.  But  some  might  say,  but  I  thought 
that  God  would  do  all  this  for  us.  O  what  an  unwise  saying, 
would  you  have  God  to  take  away  your  free  will,  and  make  you 
as  stocks  and  stones  ?  Prophets  and  prophetesses  have  been 
wrought  on,  and  all  visited  characters  have  been  wrought  on  by 
the  spirit,  but  what  good  has  that  brought  about,  none,  only  to 
point  to  the  better  hope.  They  have  been  driven  about  of  winds, 
but  they  were  not  principled  by  the  divine  love  and  wisdom.  Let 
me  ask  you  a  question,  do  you  see  the  blessed  promise,  the  Son, 
and  can  you  say,  that  you  do  from  your  heart  choose  the  divine 
love  and  wisdom  for  the  sole  inoiiarch  of  your  heart ;  do  you  love 
to  hear  the  voice  of  the  eternal  wisdom,  do  you  secretly  delight  in 
her  sweet  words,  and  is  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  to  you,  your  chief 
joy,  does  her  breast  delight  you  at  all  times,  and  are  you  ravished 
always  with  her  love  ?  Do  you  answer  "  Yes."  Then  I  praise  my 
God  for  you,  whoever  you  are,  you  are  my  brother,  God  has 
begotten  you,  you  are  his,  and  with  you  I  shall  live  to  all  eternity ; 
and  your  privilege  is  to  command  and  not  to  be  commanded. 

You  must  learn  for  to  command 
The  treasures  of  your  native  land. 

When  God's  command  is  obeyed,  he  then  ceases  to  command,  he 
rests.  Charity,  the  end  of  the  commandment  is  come ;  "  Charity 
out  of  a  pure  heart."  Then  charity  is  left  to  guide  the  house,  and 
to  bring  up  children,  and  charity  commands  all  spiritual  blessings, 
and  the  same  is  said  to  charity,  as  Paul  said  to  Titus  (i.,  5),  viz. 
"  For  this  cause  left  I  thee  in  Crete  that  thou  mightest  set  in  order 
the  things  that  are  wanting."  Servants  were  commanded,  but 
charity  is  mistress  of  her  own  house  ;  she  holdeth  the  winds  in  her 
fists,  (Proverbs  xxx.,  4),  she  fears  neither  wind  nor  snow,  or  storm, 
nothing  can  by  any  means  hurt  her,  she  triumphs  over  serpents 
and  scorpions,  and  over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy ;  and  all  things 
are  poured  into  her  lap,  for  she  believeth  all  things,  and  it  is  written, 
"  Blessed  is  she  that  believed,  for  there  shall  be  a  performance  of 
those  things  that  were  told  her  from  the  Lord."  There  is  no 
complaining  in  her  streets,  for  lack  of  bread,  she  has  all  things 
richly  to  enjoy  : — The  past  was  hers,  the  present  is  hers,  and  all 
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that  is  to  come  is  hers  :  by  a  touch  of  her  magic  wand  she  turns 
all  evil  into  good,  hell  into  heaven,  night  into  day,  darkness 
into  sunshine ;  she  thinks  no  evil,  nor  knows  no  evil,  no  evil  happens 
to  her,  nor  can  any  plague  come  nigh  her  dwelling.  Wonderful 
is  her  way,  none  of  the  ancients  knew  it,  no,  it  was  too  wonderful 
for  them,  therefore  they  said,  who  can  tell  the  way  of  an  eagle  in 
the  air,  the  way  ot  a  serpent  on  a  rock,  the  way  of  a  ship  in  the 
midst  of  the  sea,  the  way  of  a  man  in  a  maid,  (not  with  a  maid.)  O 
what  sovereign  virtue  is  in  this  maid,  she  it  is  that  brings  forth 
Christ  to  perfection  !  the  fiercest  lion  is  overcome  by  the  power  of 
Lv.r  virgin  charms,  and  lies  vanquished  at  her  feet ;  neither  flames 
nor  wild  beasts  can  touch  her,  she  quenches  the  violence  of  fire, 
stops  the  mouths  of  lions,  and  out  of  weakness  is  made  strong  ; 
ten  thousand  foes  she  puts  to  flight  by  a  single  thought.  Like  the 
vision  seen  at  Medina,  armies  may  encamp  against  this  single 
woman,  she  has  only  to  open  her  book,  and  they  fly  and  melt  away 
like  snow  when  it  feels  the  fire.  She  is  arrayed  in  white  (innocence) 
and  she  holds  the  book  of  fate  in  her  hand,  she  holds  neither 
sword  nor  instrument  of  war,  yet  no  one  dares  approach  her,  to 
violate  her  chastity,  she  remaineth  an  eternal  and  everlasting 
virgin,  and  all  things  bow  before,  and  are  afraid  of  her  virgin 
innocence  1 

Ye  Heroes  of  the  world,  ye  must  now  give  way, 
And  learn  this  female  General  to  obey. 

Enlist  yourselves  into  her  service  and  then  ye  are  true  Reformers 
But  as  God  liveth,  if  ye  reject  her  there  is  no  Reform  for  you ' 
think  as  you  will.    Here  please  to  read  the  6th  and  7th  chapters 
of  the  Book  of  Wisdom,  tor  this  same  is  charity,  it  is  all  one,  it  is 
her  time  now  to  reign — Man  was  not  good  alone. 

Put  on  charity  says  the  scripture,  and  if  a  man  goes  to  work 
without  the  Scriptures,  he  goes  to  work  like  a  fooL  without  tools. 
This  country  is  a  Bible  country,  and  it  is  with  it  that  every  true 
reformer  must  work,  to  sap  the  foundation  of  injustice  ; 
and  the  great  author  of  the  Bible  has  now  revealed  the  truth 
of  it  in  order  to  effect  the  great  reformation.  I  argue  that 
there  can  be  no  reformation  until  the  old  system  of  Religion 
is  done  away  with,  and  it  must  be  done  away  with  by  right 
reason,  sound  wisdom,  and  discretion,  and  there  is  neither  of  these 
virtues  in  a  man  that  denies  the  being  of  a  God,  and  despises  the 
Bible.  Men  with  such  principles  might  effect  a  revolution,  but  it 
would  turn  out  to  be  such  a  one  as  the  French  Revolution.  The 
monster,  the  many-headed  monster,  I  mean  what  is  called  the 
Christian  religion,  as  it  has  been  professed  hitherto,  must  be  killed 
quite,  and  this  cannot  be  done,  but  with  the  Bible.  You  may  re- 
volt and  revolt,  and  reform  again  and  again,  if  this  monster  of 
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iniquity  is  not  killed,  there  can  be  no  thorough  reform,  no  lasting 
reform  ;  that  Hydra,  if  his  root  is  not  killed,  will  live  again,  and  he 
is  the  mortal  foe  of  man,  and  if  you  cut  off  one  head,  two  will  pre- 
sently rise  up  in  its  place.  Kill  the  root  I  say,  or  you  cannot  be 
a  reformed  people  ;  and  the  root  cannot  be  killed  by  railing  at, 
and  abusing  the  Bible,  and  denying  that  it  was  given  by  Inspiratio7h 
and  making  sport  and  ridicule  of  that  sacred  book.  This  might 
suit  a  few  light  minds,  who  want  no  G^d  to  govern  them,  but  their 
own  base  principles,  which  may  be  to  have  all  the  luxuries  of  the 
world  in  possession,  and  all  that  they  call  good,  which  consists  in 
all  things  of  this  outward  sphere,  and  they  want  no  more  only 
for  their  bodies.  But  such  minds  miss  the  mark.  Such  are 
not  reformers,  but  revolutionists  of  this  world  only. 

But  we  lay  the  foundation  of  real  reform  ;  let  the  scriptures  be 
proved  to  be  given  by  Inspiration  of  God.  But  shew  that  they 
speak  of  Christ  coming  in  this  latter  day,  Christ,  the  great  reformer, 
and  that  the  Christ  that  the  Bible  speaks  ot  did  not  come,  when 
the  Priests  say  he  did  come,  and  prove  all  their  doctrines  false, 
prove  them  false,  I  say,  and  prove  it  from  the  Bible,  and  prove  the 
Bible  true,  for  it  is  truth.  And  shew  that  all  their  practices,  are 
earthly,  sensual  and  devihsh,  all,  all  are  for  self ;  and  shew — de- 
monstrate, that  the  greater  the  Christian,  the  bigger  the  devil,  and 
oppressor  of  men,  under  their  system.  And  prove  that  the  true 
Christ  is  come,  and  is  laying  the  true,  solid,  and  substantial  ground 
for  reform,  and  that  true  Christ  is  the  Son  that  was  promised  to 
faith  in  man.  This  is  the  Christ,  and  he  is  come,  and  he  is  the 
spirit  of  truth,  that  leadeth  into  all  truth ;  that  light  that  the 
scriptures  said  should  come,  and  now  this  light  is  come,  and  this 
light  is  Christ.  But  I  say,  he  is  between  two  thieves,  (historical 
Christianity  and  Infidelity),  and  they  are  crucifying  him, 
beware  of  these  two  thieves.  It  is  he  that  is  in  the  middle  is 
the  Saviour,  he  must  be  received  and  owned  and  his  principles 
adopted  ;  and  he  must  be  followed  to  have  a  reform,  because 
he  is  the  reformer,  and  there  is  no  other  to  lead  as  a  Reformer.  He 
is  no  new  Christ,  let  none  be  alarmed,  for  there  never  has  any 
Christ  come  before,  as  the  craft  have  said.  Therefore  this  Christ 
is  the  very  one  that  was  premised  in  the  Bible,  and  he  is  come  on 
purpose  to  bring  about  the  Reformation,  because  it  is  now  the  time 
of  Reformation.  So  he  is  come  in  the  due  time  as  the  scriptures 
speak  of  him,  saying,  there  is  one  God,  and  one  mediator  betvveen 
God  and  men,  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom 
for  all  to  be  testified  in  due  time. 

And  what  does  this  mean,  there  is  one  God  ?  who  is  he  ?  why 
that  spirit  that  gave  the  word  in  all  ages,  and  to  people  of  all 
nations,  both  barbarous  and  civilized,  and  gave  the  word  in  mystery, 
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that  spirit  we  call  God,  one  God,  for  all  that  he  said  in  time 
past,  though  seeming  to  differ  so  much  one  prophet  from  another, 
and.  one  nation  and  language  from  another,  tho'  differing  so  upon 
the  face  of  it,  all  is  found  to  mean  the  one  thing  in  all  countries  ; 
it  all  pointed  to  the  coming  of  the  great  Reformer,  it  was 
all  mysterious,  and  curiously  written  in  various  types,  and  shadows, 
and  figures,  so  that  there  wanted  a  mediator  between  this  God  and 
man,  for  man  could  not  understand  this  God,  the  word,  what  it 
meant,  for  it  talked  of  damnation,  and  hell,  and  fire  and  brimstone, 
and  of  eyerlasting  death,  and  torments,  and  curse  and  wrath,  and 
the  day  of  judgment,  and  of  devils,  and  damn'd  souls,  and  of  God 
being  angry,  and  how  man  must  answer  for  every  idle  word,  and 
the  priests  of  religion  have  wonderfully  improved  upon  all  these 
things,  and  have  made  them  appear  more  terrific  still,  and  fright- 
ened all  the  people,  so  that  the  poor  people  would  pay  the  priests 
any  sum,  so  that  they  might  be  saved,  and  go  to  heaven  when  they  die. 

Now  there  wanted  a  mediator,  between  this  God  and  the 
people,  one  that  could  or  should  be  able  to  unriddle  all  the  riddles, 
in  which  the  word  was  given  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  not  only  the 
riddles  that  are  written  in  the  Bible,  but  all  those  curious  things 
mentioned  in  all  the  mysterious  sciences  of  the  Egyptians,  Syrians, 
Greeks,  Chinese,  Brahmins,  Mahomedans,  and  all  other  nations, 
for  it  was  the  one  God  gave  all  these  mysteries,  as  well  as  to  the 
Jews  ;  the  same  God  spoke  them  all,  only  that  he  is  called  by 
different  names,  in  the  different  nations  of  people  ;  but  these 
mysteries  none  understood.  But  in  due  tim.e,  in  God's  time, 
there  was  to  be  made  a  man,  that  should  be  able  to  understand 
all^  and  he  was  to  give  himself  a  ransom  for  all^  and  he  should  be 
able  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  men  to  the  mysteries  of  the  word, 
by  explaining  the  various  figures  and  allegories  and  types 
and  shadows,  and  curious  sayings  that  God  said  by  the  prophets, 
that  have  puzzled  all  the  heads  of  men,  and  filled  tens  of  thou- 
sands with  dread  and  fear,  and  caused  one  set  of  men  to  tyrannize 
over  the  otherj  in  priestly  authority,  who  have  committed  innumer- 
able cruelties  upon  the  rest  of  mankind,  pretending  that  they  had 
power  either  to  send  people  to  heaven  or  keep  them  out  of  it. 
Because  these  men  pretended,  as  it  were,  to  have  the  keys  of 
heaven,  and  the  people  have  been  afraid  of  them,  and  so  they  have 
all  been  in  bondage  under  the  beggarly  elements  of  the  priests, 
who  made  themselves  priests,  and  got  laws  made  by  the  kings  for 
their  protection  !  The  priests  have  set  up  the  kings  and  told  them 
that  they  reign  by  a  divine  right,  and  then  the  kings  have  protected 
the  priests,  and  so  they  have  gone  on,  enslaving  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  robbing  them  of  their  temporal  substance,  "  which 
things  were  imposed  upon  us  until  the  time  of  Reformation." 
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I  have  not,  dear  Charles,  in  aU  that  I  have  yet  said,  noticed 
your  kind  letter,  although  indeed  your  sayings  are  true,  viz.,  "  that 
it  is  a  wild  and  miserable  world,  thorny,  and  full  of  care/'  How 
many  things  are  there  to  vex  the  sensible  mind,  so  that  one  would 
be  almost  ready  to  say  (only  for  better  knowledge)  that  sometimes 
sensibility  is  a  misfortune,  but  no,  let  us  be  all  alive  to  feeling, 
thanks  to  the  author  of  good  that  we  are  capable  of  feeling  the 
keen  pangs  of  sorrow,  which  also  is  the  cause  of  those  solid  joys 
which  are  unknown  to  the  idiot.  I  know  nothing  that  wounds 
like  ingratitude  and  the  perfidy  of  false  and  pretended  friends,  who 
for  some  sordid  ends  will  one  day  seek  your  favour,  the  next 
obtain  it,  and  the  next  become  your  enemy.  O  what  wounds 
these  are  for  the  feeling  heart,  I  can  speak  from  experience,  I  have 
had  an  ample  share  of  them,  "  as  a  lily  amongst  thorns,"  says  the 
Scriptures,  "  so  is  my  love  among  the  daughters."  But  you  have 
traced  the  thorns  to  their  real  source  and  root,  all  lies  in  error, 
and  it  is  grievous  to  those  who  so  plainly  see  the  cause  of  all  evil 
and  mischief,  still  to  see  men,  so  called,  hug  the  very  devil  to  their 
bosom,  and  still  by  the  evil  influence  to  be  the  slaves  of  vice  and 
corruption.  This  is  for  a  lamentation,  and  must  be  yet,  for  a 
lamentation.  But  dear  friend,  if  we  did  not  see  the  evil,  we 
should  not  hate  it,  and  if  we  were  not  goaded  by  it,  we  should  not 
have  sought  a  better  life,  and  if  we  did  not  see  the  instabiHty  of 
mortality  and  of  mortals,  we  should  set  no  value  upon  immortality, 
nor  esteem  ^hose  our  real  friends,  or  know  the  real  worth  of  those 
who  have' really  departed  from  the  shadow  of  the  vain  world,  and 
put  on  the  immortal  clothing,  breathing  the  pure  and  wholesome 
air  of  sincerity  and  truth.  Happy  the  minds,  amidst  the 
thousands  of  seeming  ills  that  surround  us  from  the  outward 
sphere,  who  have  fixed  their  abode  in  that  one  pure  element,  who 
renounce  the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty,  and  despise  to  walk  in 
craftiness  or  guile ;  for  if  those  have  thorns  from  without,  they 
have  none  from  within.  They  carry  not  in  their  bosoms,  the  low 
cunning,  fox-like  craft,  slyness,  and  subtlety,  that  are  engendered 
by  the  evil  nature,  they  seek  not  by  malice  and  envy,  or  for  sordid 
gain,  to  draw  another  into  a  pit,  but  free  from  guile  and  craft  they 
pursue  one  object,  viz.  the  knowledge  of  God,  filled  with  truth  and 
love,  and  good  intentions  towards  all ;  and  the  world  knoweth  them 
not,  no,  for  though  their  persons  are  visible,  yet  they  live  in  another 
sphere,  they  are  in  another  world  or  state,  which  is  not  seen  nor 
entered  into  by  the  natural  man,  there  is  a  great  gulf  between : 
such  a  gulf  that  you  cannot  turn  back  if  you  would,  neither  can  they 
cross  it  to  come  to  you.  They  cannot  judge  of  you,  for  they 
know  not  your  being,  though  they  imagine  they  do,  and  they  judge 
you  to  be  altogether  such  an  one  as  themselves,  and  they  pass 
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sentence  on  you,  as  having  motives  like  theirs,  and  ends  like  theirs 
to  serve,  because  they  only  see  in  their  own  sphere,  and  see  not 
into  yours  ;  but  \t)u  can  see  into  their  world,  because  that  land 
you  have  come  out  from,  but  they  have  never  been  in  your  country, 
therefore  think  it  not  strange  to  be  wounded  by  such.  It  has  been 
said  of  me,  Ah,  he  makes  a  good  thing  of  it,  he  knows  what  he 
is  about ;  it  is  a  better  trade  than  shoemaking."  Such  things  as 
this  I  have  had  thrown  out  after  me.  In  which,  though  they  are 
not  aware  of  it,  they  discover  their  own  hearts,  and  declare  plainly 
wiiat  they  would  do,  had  they  (if  it  were  possible)  my  gift.  But 
God  gives  not  his  gifts  to  such  spirits  ;  no  man,  havmg  self  in  view  in 
any  sense,  could  have  my  gift,  no,  the  spirit  of  aSolomon  alone  could 
obtain  it,  who  esteemed  wisdom,  Divine  and  innocent  wisdom, 
above  all  riches,  and  whose  heart  was  swept  of  every  other  love, 
if  other  loves  there  were.  Wisdom  dwells  not  but  with  those  who 
love  her,  she  admits  of  no  rival,  and  before  my  gift  could  be 
obtained,  all  and  everything  must  be  given  up,  and  sacrificed ;  then 
a  good  conscience  is  obtained,  but  not  till  then,  and  that  testimony 
ever  remains  as  a  witness,  and  with  that  witness  wisdom  can  dwell, 
andwithno  other;  thereforeitiswritten(i.Johniii.  21),  "If  our  hearts 
condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  toward  God,  and  we 
have  those  things  we  ask  of  him,  because  we  do  his  will." 

But  here  I  must  take  heed  lest  I  put  a  stumbling-block  in  your 
way.  I  do  not  mean  that  you  are  not  to  love  a  female  unto  whom 
you  are  affectionately  united  in  your  heart,  and  you  know  that 
your  intentions  are  honourable.  No,  this  love  is  consistent  with 
wisdom  when  both  hearts  are  set  upon  one  object,  viz.,  that  they 
both  aspire  to  the  entire  and  complete  union  of  their  hearts  unto 
their  own  source  and  original,  God  :  when  both  hearts  are  thus 
directed  in  love,  then  wisdom  delighteth  in  them,  their  love  is 
pure,  and  chaste,  they  are  acceptable  unto  God,  and  his  spirit 
delights  in  them  ;  and  their  object  in  their  personal  union  is  that 
they  might  still  be  more  happy,  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  mutual 
affections,  the  foundation  of  which  is  the  pure  love  of  wisdom,  the 
love  of  God  in  each,  and  the  love  of  his  delightful  truth. 

Oh  ye  who  despise,  vilify,  and  slander  God's  simple  and 
unadorned  instrument  of  life  and  good,  bring  forth  purer 
doctrine,  inculcate  better  morals,  bring  forth,  produce,  a  more 
powerful  stimulus  to  virtue  in  man  and  woman  than  this, 
if  you  can  find  it  in  your  libraries,  but  better  if  you  can  find  it  in 
your  hearts,  and  practise  and  teach  the  same ;  for  from  God  it 
came,  and  to  God  it  tends,  who  is  the  author  of  peace  and  the 
lover  of  concord,  and  the  inspirer  of  Glory,  and  the  prime  and 
only  conductor  to  the  love  and  practice  of  virtue,  and  whose 
honour  and  power  is  engaged  to  hold  those  in  life  that  love  life. 
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"  Therefore  go,  eat  thy  bread  with  joy,  and  drink  thy  wine  with  a 
merry  heart,  for  God  now  accepteth  thy  works.  "    (Eccles.  ix.  7.) 

I  am  overcome,  I  assure  you,  with  gratitude  to  the  God  of  mercy, 
for  his  favours  conferred  on  me,  who  am  not  worthy  of  the  least ; 
and  I  often  say,  what  am  I,  that  the  great  God  should  so  take 
care  of  me,  and  bless  my  kind  friends  with  dispositions  to  provide 
for  me  ?  Many  a  tear  do  I  shed  in  secret,  a  tear  of  gratitude,  a 
tear  of  wonder.  I  was  once  forsaken  by  all,  totally  without  a 
friend,  and  an  outcast  in  the  wide  world,  forsaken  b\  wife, 
children,  and  every  h-iend  on  earth,  because  I  had  given 
myself  up  to  be  led  by  the  spirit  of  God.  They  judged  that  I  was 
led  by  some  evil  genii,  and  I  thought  so  too,  by  reason  of  what  I 
was  called  to  suffer,  that  God  had  forsaken  me.  But  yet  I  held  on 
my  way  ;  my  hand  was  held  till  I  was  brought  forth  to  the  light. 
So  I  praise  and  adore  the  God  of  my  mercy  for  all  his  great  good- 
ness to  the  sons  of  men,  to  you  all,  as  well  as  myself, 

ZiON. 


[The  remaining  portions  of  this  epistle,  addressed  to  different 
members  of  the  Bradley  family  at  Birmingham,  though  like  all 
the  productions  of  the  "  Spiritual  man,''  full  of  new  instruction, 
and  rich  in  novel  and  varied  metaphor  ;  are  withheld  until  more 
extended  knowledge  of  his  make  and  works,  is  diffused  abroad. 
Much  of  the  inner  beauties  of  his  writing  can  only  be  entered 
into,  appreciated,  and  enjoyed  by  those  who  have  become 
actually  principled  uith  the  Life  of  the  doctrine,  and  possess 
thereby  that  "  bond  of  perfectness" — Charity,  which  beareth  all 
things,  hopeth  all  things,  heliaieth  all  things,  and  therefore  gain- 
eth  all  things  :  because  everything  is  believed,  and  nothing; 
doubted,  that  God  has  promised.  Till  the  hearts  of  men  are 
thus  prepared,  and  rendered  willing  to  suffer  the  casting  down 
of  the  vain  reasoning  which  exalts  itself  against  the  ways  of  the 
Supreme  Reason ; — it  is  deemed  inexpedient  to  give  an 
indiscriminate  publicity  to  all- — C.  B.  H.] 
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CATECHETICAL   DISSERTATION  i 

SHEWING    THE    BEGINNING  AND   END   OF  REAL 
EVIL,  CREATION  OF  THE  FIRST  MAN,  &c. 


Question. — What  is  it,  that  is  in  reality,  evil,  before  God  ? 

Answer. — The  falsification  of  Divine  truth,  and  the  rejection  of 
the  grace  of  God,  when  sent,  and  the  opposing  of  the  kingdom  of 
God ;  this  is  the  only  real  evil,  according  to  the  sense  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  that  indited  the  Scriptures. 

Q. — Are  there  no  other  evils,  or  is  there  nothing  else  that  is 
called  evil  ? 

A. — All  that  God  calls  evil  is  comprehended  in  the  above 
answer,  although  the  world  of  animal  men,  call  all  those  things 
that  afflict,  oppress,  and  distress  them.  Evil,  but  they  are  not  evil, 
or,  they  are  not  the  evil  of  which  the  Scriptures  speak. 

Q. — Are  not  what  are  called  immoralities,  real  evil  ? 

A. — No.  God  does  not  take  cognisance  of  the  mere  animal 
beings  called  men,  or  of  their  bad,  or  their  good  works,  or  doings. 
Their  good,  God  does  not  call  good,  neither  does  he  call  their  bad, 
evil,  they  are  as  nothing  in  his  sight. 

Q. — Are  there  no  rewards  then,  for  what  the  animal  men  call 
good  (such  as  kind  actions,  done  to  their  fellows),  after  the  death 
of  the  body  ? 

A. — No,  there  are  no  rewards  for  their  good  doings  after  death, 
neither  are  there  any  punishments  for  their  bad  works.  Rationality 
and  feeling  toward  their  fellow  beings  is  given  them  for  their 
mutual  good,  and  it  is  a  duty  they  owe  one  to  another,  as  fellow 
beings,  to  assist  each  other  in  times  of  want  and  distress,  and  they 
that  perform  those  duties  feel  the  pleasure  of  so  acting,  and  those 
that  refuse  to  do  them,  feel  no  pleasure,  but  often,  on  the  contrary, 
pain  and  torment,  and  have  the  frowns  and  contempt  of  the 
generous  upon  them.  These  are  the  natural  and  only  rewards  and 
punishments,  that  the  mere  animal  beings  have. 

Q. — But  are  there  no  rewards  after  death,  for  good  religious 
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Preachers,  and  all  people  who  live  a  good  and  pious  life  ? 

A. — No,  there  are  no  rewards  for  these  neither ;  else,  we  should 
make  God  a  debtor  to  these  people.  And  again,  there  has  been 
no  religion  in  the  world,  (which  is  so  counted  by  God,)  until 
Christ  came,  and  has  now  begun  that  pure  religion,  and  undefiled 
before  God,  and  the  father,  viz.,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows 
in  their  affliction,  and  (the  believers)  to  keep  themselves  unspotted 
from  the  world ;  for  Christ  must  actually  be  revealed,  and  appear 
on  earth,  ere  true  religion  could  begin,  for  men  to  walk  in.  For 
as  the  pure  and  undefiled  religion  is,  to  visit  the  widows  and 
fatherless,  in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep  ourselves  unspotted  from 
the  world  ; — Christ  must  be  here,  in  human  nature,  dwelling  with 
us,  to  explain  to  us  what  is  meant  by  the  widow  and  fatherless, 
and  what  is  meant  by  the  world,  and  what  it  is  to  be  unspotted  from 
the  world,  according  to  the  spirit's  meaning ;  for  the  words  are  a 
mystery,  which  no  being  by  learning  could  find  out,  but  were  left, 
like  all  the  other  mysteries  of  the  scriptures,  for  Messiah  to 
explain  when  he  should  come,  for  that  is  his  work  exclusively,  and 
not  the  work  of  mere  man.  No,  not  even  Adam  as  he  stood  in 
Paradise,  could  do  this,  who  was,  even  then,  and  in  that  state,  but 
mere  man,  and  was  the  only  man  that  God  did  create,  and  give 
life  unto,  out  of  himself 

Q. — When  then  did  evil  begin,  and  in  whom  ? 

A. — Evil  had  its  birth  in  Adam,  the  first  man,  for  as  he  only 
had  life  created  in  him  by  God,  evil  could  not  be  manifested  in 
any  one,  but  in  him.  The  breath  of  life,  breathed  into  Adam,  was 
named  Abel,  and  the  evil  was  named  Cain ;  so  that  Adam  had  a 
twofold  nature  in  him,  viz.,  good  and  evil,  when  he  was  created. 
And  when  the  living  breath  was  become  a  flame  in  Adam,  (which 
formed  his  Paradise)  then  the  evil  nature,  Cain,  did  resist 
and  oppose  the  good,  and  by  Cain,  the  blessed  life,  Abel,  was 
overcome,  cast  down,  and  as  it  were,  murdered  :  here  was  the 
beginning  and  manifestation  of  evil.  Now  this  Cain  and  Abel 
represent  these  two  principles,  or  powers  in  the  one  man,  Adam, 
so  that  Adam's  name,  by  reason  of  these  two  powers  being  in  him 
was  as  much  Cam  and  Abel  as  it  was  Adam.  Abel  signifies 
vanity,  to  denote  that  Adam,  the  creature  of  God,  should  be  made 
subject  to  vanity,  but  to  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corrup- 
tion into  glorious  liberty,  at  his  resurrection,  or  redemption  out  of 
his  fall.  Cain  means  possession,  to  signify  that  Adam  possessed 
life,  and  that  by  his  disobedience  he  would  possess  death.  Yet, 
that  he  was  God's  purchased  possession,  which  purchased  posses- 
sion should  be  redeemed  out  ot  his  fall,  and  from  all  evil,  at  the 
last,  by  means  of  the  Divine  and  Spiritual  flame  of  life  rising  up  in 


i63 

him  again  in  its  power  and  glory,  (i.e.,  in  knowledge  and  light) 
which  coming  again  of  the  Divine  life  that  was  lost,  and  its 
appearing  again  in  power  after  being  slain,  is  Christ.  Then 
Christ  is  come. 

Q. — When  then  was  Adam  made  ? 

A. — Before  the  end  of  the  world,  (i.e.,  before  the  end  of  the 
world  of  evil  or  human  self-hood  in  Adam)  for  the  human  self-hood 
that  did  in  Adam^  through  ignorance,  oppose,  afflict,  and  kill  the 
divine  life,  was  the  sinful  kingdom,  the  evil  world,  or  world  of 
iniquity. 

Q. — But  we  have  been  taught  that  Adam  was  created  some 
thousands  of  years  back.  Is  not  Adam  the  first  and  father  of  all 
the  beings  which  are  commonly  called  human  beings,  that  are  upon 
the  earth  ?  and  did  not  all  those  beings  spring  from  him  ? 

A. — You  have  been  taught  wrongly  by  your  teachers;  but  now  let 
the  Lord,  the  light  through  Zion,  be  your  teacher.  Those  beings 
that  you  erroneously  call  human,  did  not  spring  from  Adam.  You 
must  now  be  taught  new  things,  for  the  time  is  come  for  the  new 
things  to  come  forth,  as  God  hath  said,  and  these  things  at  the 
first  hearing,  will  appear  strange  to  you,  because  they  are  the 
things  which  the  Lord  has  come  to  teach,  and  which  must  be 
altogether  different  from  the  teaching  of  those  beings  called  men, 
from  whom  the  truth  was  ever  sealed  up.  Adam  is  created  in 
this  time,  and  is  the  first  created  being,  who  in  his  first  state,  or 
creation,  is  the  natural  man,  being  the  natural  branch,  offspring, 
or  son  of  God,  but  in  this  state  he  was  not  spiritual.  So  he  failed, 
he  fell  into  death,  and  slept  the  sleep  of  disobedience,  but  he  rose 
again  a  spiritual  man,  fulfilling  what  is  written  of  him.  "  Howbeit, 
that  was  not  first  that  was  spiritual,  but  natural,  but  afterward  that 
which  was  spiritual."  "  The  first  man  was  of  the  earth,  earthy, 
but  the  second  man  is  the  Lord  firom  heaven,"  Therefore,  the 
second  branch  can  never  fail  or  fall. — "  Behold  the  man,  whose 
name  is  the  Branch.  '  Now  Adam  had  all  his  children  in  him,  in 
his  first  state,  for  they  were  all  in  the  seed  of  life  ;  so  when  Adam 
fell,  the  life  fell,  and  was  lost,  and  so  all  Adam's  race  was  lost. 

In  Adam  all  die.  '  But  in  the  quickening  again  of  the  fallen 
Adam,  all  the  seed  revived,  fulfilling  the  word,  "  In  Christ  all  are 
made  alive."  Therefore  Adam  having  now  the  life  returned  unto 
him,  (which  is  his  bone),  and  that  life,  being  perfection,  or  spiritual, 
and  therefore  holy,  he  now  proceeds  in  union  with  his  bone, — 
Divine  wisdom — Sophiah,  or  Eve,  to  speak  a  race  of  spiritual 
children  mto  existence.  Therefore  all  of  the  visible  men  and 
women,  who  receive  the  truth  brought  now,  by  this  Adam  (that  is 
not  deceived)  they  are  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  risen  Adam, 
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Christ ;  and  as  this  second  branch  cannot  fail,  so  the  children  arc 
holy,  (/.<!'.,  spiritual),  and  like  their  spiritual  parent,  have  everlasting 
and  eternal  life,  for  they  are  all  of  the  seed  of  life,  which  is  God  ; 
therefore  they  can  ne\'er  die,  as  their  lather  dieth  no  more, 
death  has  no  more  dominion  over  him,  and  just  so  the  children. 
So  here  are  the  true  children  of  Adam,  many  of  whom  now  appear 
in  visible  men  and  women,  and  as  Adam  was  the  first  man,  so  these 
alone,  that  become  spiritual,  are  me?i  in  the  Scripture  sense^  and  these 
alone  possess  a  soul  that  lives  for  ever,  for  their  soul  comes  from 
God,  and  is  a  Divine  nature,  and  is  therefore  clean. 

Q. — These  are  new  things  indeed.  Thou  bringest  strange  things 
to  our  ears,  things  that  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  ever 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive.  Yet  they  appear 
to  be  Scriptural  and  reasonable.  But  had  not  all  men  and  women 
that  have  lived  on  the  earth  down  to  this  time  that  you  shew  that 
Christ  comes,  and  in  the  way  you  set  forth  his  coming  as  above  : 
had  they  not  souls,  and  did  not  the  good  and  pious  always  go  to 
heaven  when  they  died,  and  did  not  the  impious  and  bad  go  into 
a  state  of  torment,  called  hell  ? 

A. — No,  we  have  told  you  before,  that  Adam  was  the  first  man, 
i.e.,  he  was  the  first  that  ever  was  created  a  righteous  soul,  and  we 
have  shewed  you  that  though  it  is  thought  by  all  the  professors  of 
what  is  called  the  Christian  religion,  that  Adam  was  a  being  created 
some  thousands  of  years  ago,  that  it  is  now  that  the  real  scripture 
Adam  was  created.  God's  ways  and  God's  wisdom,  none  of  the 
mere  animal  man  nature  ever  knew;  andasAdam  only  had  a  righteous 
soul  created  in  him,  he  only  could  fall,  and  depart  from  that  right- 
eousness, and  he  only  could  be  guilty  of  disobedience,  and  he  only 
could  suffer  for  his  departing  from  God  ;  he  only  could  be  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  faith  with  God,  and  he  only  could  be  accountable 
unto  God,  and  of  him  only  could  be  demanded  the  restoring  of 
that  again,  which  he  had  by  his  prodigality  squandered  away. 
But  as  to  all  those  beings  which  you  call  men,  I  mean  all  those 
that  were  before  Adam,  as  they  were  not  created  living  souls,  as 
they  had  not  righteousness  created  in  them,  then  they  had  nothing 
to  lose ;  as  they  were  not  with  God,  they  could  never  depart  from 
him  ;  as  they  were  never  in  Heaven,  they  could  not  fall  therefrom  : 
as  they  were  not  made  in  the  image  of  God,  they  could  not  be 
made  accountable  for  the  loss  and  destruction  of  that  image  ;  as 
they  never  had  the  gift  of  righteousness,  they  could  not  squander 
it  away  ;  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  made  accountable  for 
that  which  they  never  had.  All  that  ever  they  had  in  them,  at  the 
best,  was  only  the  shadow  of  the  true  and  real  soul ;  therefore, 
however  good  they  might  be  thought  to  be,  according  to  mere 
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natural  thinking,  and  however  strict  in  religion  that  they  themselves 
made,  by  their  opinions  upon  the  meaning  of  scripture,  they  had 
nothing  in  them,  that  could  go  to  God,  or  to  Heaven,  to  enjoy 
eternal  happiness  and  glory ;  and  as  they  never  had  a  righteous 
soul,  they  could  not  be  damned  for  the  sin  of  losing  it.  There- 
tore,  after  the  death  of  their  bodies,  they  went  not,  either  into 
eternal  happiness,  or  into  eternal  misery,  as  has  been  thought,  these 
thoughts  must  perish,  as  'tis  written  in  Psalm  cxlvi.,  and  4th  verse. 
His  breath  goeth  forth ;  he  returneth  to  his  earth,  in  that  very  day 
his  thoughts  perish.  Here  it  is  plain,  that  when  Adam  fell  and 
returned  to  his  earth,  and  his  living  breath  went  forth,  all  his 
thoughts  perished ;  for  before  his  creation,  his  thoughts  were 
like  the  thoughts  of  all  others,  but  as  his  thoughts  perished, 
so  must  the  thoughts  of  all  others,  and  they  must  have  new 
thoughts  from  God,  new  knowledge,  then  they  have  a  soul 
that  comes  from  God,  for  "the  spirit  of  Christ  dwelleth  in 
them,"  and  thereby  they  are  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature. 
So  that  whosoever  will  lay  down  their  old  thoughts,  i.e..  their  old 
life,  and  joyfully  receive  the  new  life,  now  sent  forth  from  God, 
and  will  choose  to  be  taught  of  the  Lord,  they  are  in  Christ,  a  new 
being,  old  things  are  passed  away,  and  behold,  all  things  are  be- 
come new.  Therefore,  it  will  appear  plain  from  this,  that  all  those 
beings  called  men  and  women,  that  were  before  Adam,  as  they 
were  not  from  God,  or  from  Heaven,  could  not  return  unto  it,  they 
had  no  relation  unto  it ;  and  the  same  as  to  the  state  called  Hell, 
they  could  not  go  to  it,  or  be  damned  for  sinning  away  their  souls, 
for  they  had  none  to  sin  away,  or  to  lose,  therefore  they  could 
neither  live,  nor  die  ;  they  beca^ne  extinct^  they  were  as  nothing.  And 
here  is  no  cause  of  0 fence,  for  in  the  first  place,  you  are  told  the  truth 
on  the  point,  and  surely  it  shows  the  wisdom,  justice  and  mercy  of 
God,  rather  to  let  all  those  we  have  mentioned,  become  extinct  at 
the  decease  of  the  body,  than  that  they  should  be  exposed  to  such 
an  everlasting  and  eternal  damnation,  as  the  religious  priests  have 
taught.  And  again,  here  in  this  truth  brought  forth,  the  whole 
world  of  men  and  women  are  freed  from  the  charge  of  sin,  for  it 
is  clearly  shewn  that  it  was  tlie  first  man  only  that  could  sin,  and 
he  only  could  justly  suffer,  and  no  suffering  for  sin  could  justly 
come  upon  any  others  :  and  God  is  not  an  austere  master  to  reap 
where  he  had  not  sowed,  or  to  expect  to  gather  where  he  had  not 
strewed.  You  only,  (saith  God  to  the  first  man  in  whom  stood 
all  Israel)  have  I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth,  therefore 
will  I  punish  you  for  your  iniquity."  Adam  alone  was  knoAvn  of 
God,  lor  God  breathed  into  him  the  breath  of  life,  and  the  breath 
made  him  living,  and  as  he  only  was  thus  known  of  God,  he  alone 
could  be  punished,  according  to  the  scripture  just  quoted,  tor  his 
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iniquity  (of  selling  his  birthright  for  the  mess  of  pottage.)  he  sold 
himself  for  nought,  but  now  he  is  redeemed  without  money,  /.<?.,  by 
the  free  gift  of  the  divine  grace,  viz.,  of  Christ,  for  Adam  could  not 
redeem  again  what  he  lost  and  spent,  therefore  Christ  arises  in  the 
fallen  Adam,  as  his  redeemer,  bringing  him  up  out  of  his  fall,  and 
restoring  unto  him  all  that  he  had  lost,  with  eternal  glory,  fulfilling 
what  is  written,  viz.,  "  and  he  shall  send  Jesus  Christ,  who  before 
was  preached  unto  you,  whom  the  Heavens  must  receive  until  the 
times  of  the  restitutmi  of  all  things^'  which  word  "  restitution  "  sig- 
nifies the  act  of  restoring  what  had  been  lost,  or  taken  away,  the 
act  of  recovering  a  former  state,  and  applies  exclusively  to  Adam, 
in  his  resurrection  from  death  to  a  new  life,  by  the  eternal  light, 
comforter  and  power,  Christ,  who  is  the  quickening  spirit,  the 
last  Adam,  so  called,  because,  in  the  poor,  miserably  fallen  and 
bruised  Adam,  he  ariseth,  Adam's  redeemer.  So  here  is  Christ 
and  his  Church,  twain,  made  one  flesh ;  and  thus  is  the  first  man 
new  created,  or  re-generated,  a  new-created  being,  and  is  the  real, 
and  true  father  of  all  man-kind. 
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WHO  IS  ZION? 

AN  ODE. 

"  Oh,  Truth  !  Thou  balm  of  every  wound  ! 

Thou  perfect  good  !   Thou  first  and  last  ! 

Thou  all  of  heavenly  bliss  !  in  silence  thou  art  known. 

Of  Life's  fair  tree,  thou  art  the  choicest  fruit. 

In  thee  repose  a  happy  few,  who  walk  in  white, 

Obtain  the  solid  feeling  of  substantial  peace, 

Remote  from  sin,  and  wrath,  and  poignant  care. 

In  thy  cool  vale  serene,  and  fragrant  shade, 

The  Sons  of  wisdom,  screen'd  from  Hell's  alarms 

The  unerring  voice  of  truth  attend." 
And  who  are  those  sons  of  wisdom  ?  are  they  those  proud  pre- 
sumptuous hectoring  spirits  that  deny  the  being  of  the  great  Eternal.? 
and  strive  with  all  their  power  and  might  to  trample  down  and 
crush  the  charming  sweet  and  soul-reviving  truth,  that  God  is  ?  and 
would  persuade  that  when  these  outward  trunks  unto  their  native 
soil  return,  that  then  those  spirits  of  ours,  that's  newly  form'd  out 
of  the  essence  of  the  truth  itself,  no  more  shall  be?  My  soul  shall 
ever  in  abhorrence  hold  that  demon  foul,  that  would  the  deadening 
thought  suggest,  and  strive  the  poor  and  meek  to  rob  of  all  his 
bliss.  Our  happiness  is  this,  to  know  a  God  there  is,  and  that  that 
God  to  man  is  only  Love,  and  that  he  lives,  and  we  that  love,  for 
ever  Live  in  him.  Upon  Reform  proud  vaunting  spirits  doat,  but 
ah,  unless  a  God  they  own,  and  him  superlatively  they  Love,  and 
strive  his  honour  to  maintain,  reform  they  ne'er  will  see.  Such 
are  not  wisdom's  sons ;  altho'  with  pompous  language  they  may 
swell,  and  strive  above  the  orb  of  light  to  rise,  and  build  their  foul 
unhallow'd  nest  above  the  stars  of  God,  that  they  on  high  may  sit ; 
and  treat  with  proud  disdain  the  power,  and  love,  and  grace  of  him, 
whom  to  know,  and  to  obey,  and  to  his  sovereign  sway  alone  to 
yield  the  soul,  is  heaven  begun  below,  and  to  us,  a  token  sure,  that 
as  our  life  he  is,  so  we  for  ever  live.  Is  it  for  this  life,  and  for  the 
comforts  of  this  outward  state,  that  we  so  much  concerned  are  ? 
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and  do  we  struggle  merely  for  such  empty  shade  of  good,  and 
then  no  more  to  be?  How  poor  and  low,  and  beggarly  the 
thought.  Oh,  where  is  then  the  dignity  of  man,  and  where's  his 
stimulus,  his  soul  to  inspire,  and  prompt  him  onward  to  achieve- 
ments glorious,  to  virtuous,  generous,  and  noble  acts.  There's 
none,  no  valourous  flame  his  bosom  fires,  the  race  to  ru7i,  no  glorious 
prize  has  he  in  view  :  and  so,  for  truth  Divine  he  little  cares.  The 
atheistical  harangue  or  the  mob-orator's  noisy  din,  if  he  but  of  re- 
form can  prate,  to  him's  as  sweet  a  sound  as  David's  horn,  and  too, 
a  light  quite  as  acceptable  as  that  bright  lamp  of  God,  that  in  the 
Temple  shines,  that  lights  the  soul,  and  helps  it  to  ascend  beyond 
this  lower  sphere,  enabling  man  his  back  to  turn  upon  the  pigmy 
grov'ling  world,  and  lifts  him  up  on  high,  where  fresh  he  breathes 
that  pure  celestial  air,  to  mortals  hitherto  unknown.  Who,  (says 
that  spirit  that  is  content  within  this  lower,  murky  atmosphere  his 
bounds  to  fix,)  who  is  Zion?  there  Zion's  were  before  for  sure, 
and  Zions  many  now  there  are,^ — Broad  is  the  road  that  leads  to 
death — 1  11  tell  him  who  he  is,  not  the  outward  man  who  a  worldly 
pedigree  alone  can  boast.  Zion  is  the  Trinity  combined  in  one  ; 
God  s  own  delight  is  come  with  man  to  dwell,  as  it  of  yore  was 
told  :  and  though  to  some,  no  form  nor  comeliness  in  Zion  does  ap- 
pear, no  more  than  in  some  others  gone  before,  and  they  at  nought 
may  set  God's  first-adopted  Son.  and  seek  the  brightness  of  his 
crown  to  dim  with  their  foul  breath  ;  yet  in  this  form,  so  con- 
temptible and  mean,  J  e-ho-vah,  he  in  whom  is  everlasting  strength, 
resides  and  rests.  Three  emanations  from  the  God-head-source, 
where  the  pure  God-head  dwells,  in  one  combined,  but  from  the 
carnal  eye  concealed,  he  nought  but  the  visible  being  can  behold, 
but  sees  not  the  man  within.  What  earthly  being  could  the  title 
claim  ?  no,  to  the  Gods  it  doth  belong,  whose  dweUing  s  not  below, 
but  who  on  high  doth  dwell,  between  whom,  and  the  mortal  eye,  is 
fixed  a  deep  abyss,  too  dense  and  dark,  and  of  extent  so  vast,  that 
in  vain  the  spirits  that  in  corporeal  coffins  walk,  their  necks  pro- 
nude  and  forward  stretch  to  pry  into  a  secret  so  profound,  as  God 
MADE  Man,  and  Man  a  God  bkcomk  !  when  they  no  spirit  have, 
nor  heart  to  Love  :  Oh,  IvOve  !  from  thee  no  secret  shall  be  hid, 
no  good  withheld  sliall  be,  for  thou  in  Man  art  God,  and  the  eternal 
source  of  blessing  and  of  joy,  himself  cannot  deny.  The  secret 
cabinet  where  lay  the  store  of  jewels  fair,  that  in  each  conquerors 
crown  shall  briUiant  shine  throughout  eternity's  long  day,  to  thy 
inspection  open  stands,  thyself  the  Key  of  Gold,  that  dares  the 
flaming,  burning  throne  approach,  and  turn  dark  destiny's  inextric- 
able wards,  and  lift  the  lid,  and  rend  the  vail,  that  kept  concealed 
the  precious  Gem  of  Deity  from  man  ;  which,  while  concealed  man 
to  his  true  original  was  blind,  vea,  dead,  nor  could  he  any  certain 
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knowledge  have,  of  what  he  was,  from  whence  proceeded,  or  what 
in  futurity  his  state  must  be;  but  now  the  pearl  is  found,  which  no 
philosophy  of  man  could  gain. 

Forth  from  the  same  a  magic  power  and  voice  proceeds,  which 
loud,  in  every  heart  where  love  her  charming  trumpet  sounds, 
proclaims,  "  The  perfect  man  observe,  behold  his  end  is  peace 
eternal !"  Then  'tis  love  alone  that  can  the  eternal  love  draw 
nigh,  and  in  the  sphere  of  love  alone  can  wisdom  build  her  presence 
Ark  Divine.  Vain  are  the  efforts  then  of  spirits, — who  from  this 
sphere  so  infinitely  remote  their  habitation  fix, — their  price  in  hand 
to  bring,  for  'tis  the  price  of  blood,  the  hire  of  whores,  and  bribe 
of  dogs,  and  into  the  treasury  it  cannot  pass.  What  ?  do  they 
think  the  keepers  for  to  bribe  ?  a  little  hole  in  heaven's  gate  to 
make  ?  where  they  may  peep,  and  pry,  and  squint,  while  no  good 
heart  have  they  to  enter  in  ?  Oh,  no,  that  ne'er  can  be,  because  'tis 
plainly  said,  "  Of  dogs  beware."  Without  they  stand,  in  their  own 
sphere  they  move.  So  round  the  holy  city  they  may  range,  and 
grudge,  and  growl,  and  say,  who  is  this  "  Zion  Ward  ?"  that  he  so 
highly  honoured  should  be?  that  he  such  beauteous  ornaments  should 
wear  above  the  rest  of  beings  that  have  come  as  heretofore?  We'll 
pull  his  jewels  off,  for  Zions  there  have  been  as  good  as  he.  Aye, 
friend,  in  your  eye  that  might  be,  but  there  is  one,  who  with  your 
eyes  doth  not  see,  and  there  are  many  minds  who  everlasting  life 
shall  gain,  because  they  stoop  within  the  vail  to  come,  w^here 
Jesus  reigns  ;  they  humble  down  their  spirits  low,  that  the  invisible 
they  may  behold,  and  in  his  sacred  mansion  they  delight  to  dwell. 
Poor  purblind  man,  you  will  not  see,  that  Zion  there  could  never 
be  until  the  Trinity  together  came,  mercy  and  truth  must  meet 
each  other,  they  must  greet,  and  the  sweet  kiss  of  love  'tween 
heaven  and  earth  must  prove,  the  everlasting  and  eternal  contract 
sealed.  You'll  pull  his  jewels  oif,  and  bring  him  low?  Great 
.Mountain,  who  art  thou  ?  No,  no,  bound  on  they  are  with  such  a 
cord,  that  he  can  hell  defy,  your  efforts  are  in  vain.  ^Vhat  can 
you  do,  since  God  in  her  delights  to  dwell  ?  above  your  powers 
she's  risen  high,  and  soon  youll  droop,  and  sink,  and  die,  and  be 
no  more  at  all ;  while  she,  whom  you  disdain,  and  proudly  you 
would  strive  to  la}^  her  level  witli  the  mire,  shall  ever  shine  in 
Orient  beauty  and  in  splendour  bright,  with  her  Loved  Lord  and  Sire, 
and  all  their  happy  offspring  with  them  there,  the  joys  and  pure 
delights  of  heavenly  bliss  shall  share. 

Zion. 
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FIFTIETH  YEAR  OF  THE  MESSIAH,  OR  1875. 


From  the  three  numbers  of  Zion's  Writings,  now  published,  the 
reader  may  be  enabled  to  discover  the  principle  taught  by  the 
Doctrine  of  Shiloh,  and  the  Divine  source  from  whence  it  comes  ; 
and  that  by  the  reception  of  it  into  his  understanding,  he  is  com- 
pletely freed  from  the  charge  of  sin,  and  put  in  conscious  possession 
of  Eternal  Life. 

By  the  visitation  to  John  Ward,  it  is  clearly  seen  how  God — the 
Word  becomes  man,  changing  the  being  from  natural  to  spiritual, 
giving  the  mind  a  New  Form  by  entering  into  union  with  it,  and 
bringing  it  into  conformity  with  the  Divine  mind  and  will,  that  God 
may  be  no  longer  a  myster)^  In  the  process  of  this  Revelation, 
the  whole  of  the  Scriptures  given  by  inspiration  so  many  ages  back, 
are  fulfilled ;  so  that  the  substance  of  every  name  and  character 
recorded  therein  is  wrought  in  the  region  of  the  mind  by  the 
experience.  He  is  made  to  know  both  evil  and  good — both  Satan 
and  Christ  in  himself,  and  by  his  mental  sufferings  and  soul-death 
is  delivered  from  the  evil  power,  and  raised  again  for  our  justifica- 
tion ;  sin,  death,  hell  and  the  devil,  being  overcome  by  the  power 
of  God,  and  the  resurrection  unto  Life  out  of  the  fall. 

Thus  is  Messiah  made,  a  spiritual  new-created  being,  transformed 
in  the  rene7vi7ig  of  the  mind,  though  in  outward  visible  appearance 
the  same  as  others.  But  now  that  the  exterior  animal  frame  has 
gone  to  its  source,  the  earth,  he  lives  in  the  word  left  on  record, 
which  being  Divine-human,  the  offspring  of  the  invisible  spiritual 
union,  is  capable  of  communicating  life  of  the  same  virtue  and 
quality  to  others  who  receive  it.  They  partake  of  the  spiritual 
essence  of  God  and  man,  and  their  spirits  live  for  evermore  in  the 
Divine  Life,  enjoying  with  their  Forerunner  and  Head,  the 
ineffable  glories  and  infinite  perfections  of  the  Divine  Nature  ! 
The  mortal  mind,  which  is  subject  to  pain,  sorrow,  and  death, 
being  put  off,  and  the  immortal  mind,  which  is  formed  of  Truth 
and  Spiritual  understanding,  put  on. 

Then  to  the  true  believer,  all  forms  of  worship  are  done  away. 
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he  is  no  longer  bound  to  any  religious  laws  of  man's  making,  or  in 
bondage  to  their  doctrines  and  notions.  He  knows  that  he  cannot 
sin,  for  the  sinning  principle  is  destroyed  ;  for  the  man  who  was 
the  Devil  (by  disobedience)  the  same  has  become  the  Son  of  God — 
Shiloh  or  Christ,  by  obedience.  So  here  is  the  perfect  law  of 
liberty,  and  complete  freedom  and  redemption.  All  that  is  required 
is  obedience,  and  love  to  receive  this  free  unconditional  Gift  of 
the  Great  Giver  of  all  good,  who  has  thus  in  his  decreed  iime,  con- 
descended to  come  down  to  the  standard  of  the  human  mind,  and 
to  the  capacity  of  the  human  intellect. 

The  true  "  Creation  of  Man"  is  thus  begun  in  the  one  chosen 
and  predestinated  for  the  purpose,  viz.,  Zion,  or  John  Ward ;  and 
from  the  commencement  of  this  new  work  of  the  Eternal  Spirit, 
the  years  are  dated  since  1825.  A  new  living  soul,  a  spark  of  the 
Immortal  Deity,  generated  immediately  out  of  God,  was  then 
added  to  the  human  spirit,  which  new  soul  is  called  Adam,  the  first 
man;  who  must  fall,  through  ignorance,  into  all  the  sufferings  and  woe 
of  which  the  Scriptures  speak,  but  rising  again,  being  regenerated, 
he  becomes  Christ,  the  second  man,  the  Lord  from  heaven,  in 
whom  is  all  judgment,  wisdom,  and  power  in  the  invisible  spiritual 
world.  It  is  this  Divine  principle  out  of  the  Supreme  Intelligence 
or  Universal  Mind,  that,  working  in  the  minds  of  men — its  dwelling 
place,  will  effect  every  outward  reform,  and  remedy  every  social 
abuse.  For  God,  by  his  spirit,  is  the  only  possible  Reformer,  and 
to  his  wisdom,  and  power,  and  love,  ail  honor  is  due,  and  all  praise 
must  be  given. 

Though  it  was  the  gracious  will  and  pleasure  of  God  to  reveal 
himself  in  a  man  of  no  attainments,  or  natural  education,  and  of 
obscure  position  in  the  world,  the  power  of  the  God  nature  was 
manifest  by  the  entire  destruction  of  self,  in  all  its  forms  of  craft 
and  guile,  in  the  instrument,  who  was  rendered  omnipotent  over 
all  the  trials  possible  to  mere  human  nature,  added  to  the  peculiar 
afflictions  incident  to  his  high  mission,  through  the  persecutions 
and  suspicions  of  unbelief 

It  was  in  contemplation  to  continue  the  publication  of  the 
mighty  evidences  of  Everlasting  Love,  that  are  yet  in  reserve,  but 
until  a  demand  shall  arise,  no  response  can  be  made  ;  but 
enquiry  will  meet  a  full  reward. 

n,s.y^'^^ ^^f/*^',  ^-  ^-  ^- 

<^o,  Digb^th.  Birmi/igkam. 
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